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It must be indeed a desperate case that has to 
nervert passages of Scripture to prop itup. The 
able gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Exior} 
told us the other day to free the slaves and then 
trust to Providence for direction; ** for unto the 
day sufficient is the work thereof.”? If the gen- 
tieman had examined the original a little closer, 
he might have found that it contained an argu- 
ment against him and not for him. Perhaps the 
gentieman did make the discovery and tried an 
improved edition; butsad to relate, he only jumped 
from the mud into the mire. 


The work that ts now on our hands is more | 


than can be completed in our day, then do not in- 
crease the labor by placing this new difficulty in 
the way; for, to use the gentleman’s own words, 
‘* sufficient unto the day is the work thereof.”’ 


ures of this nation for any such purpose. 


in my Ddpinion, prompt any man to defend meas- || 


ures that are so utterly unconstitutional, inhuman, 
and unchiristian. 


Mr. Chairman, I can never vote away the treas- 


If all 


the vast expenditures that have been made; if all 


the life that has been sacrificed, has been for the | 


, cause of abolition, then we have no ground for 


_ to decorate the idol of emancipation, For myself, | 


Let us first cast aside the evils that already beset || 


us, and not increase the burden, since we already 
have as much as we can bear, for ‘* sufficient unto 
the day is the evil thereof.”’ 

Sir, is this a war for the subjugation of the 
South, or the overthrow ofrebellion? Is ita con- 
test for the maintenance of the Government, or for 
the maintenance of abolitionism? Is this a war 
for the Union, the Constitution, and the laws, or 
is ita war for disunion? Do you wish to change 
allthis surife from a noble and grand effort to sup- 
press rebellion into the ‘irrepressible conflictr’’ 
if this be your object, then vote for these meas- 
ures, and you will break this Union into so many 


exultation, no encouragement to continue. Mil- 
lions for the Union, but not one cent for abolition ! 
When patriots bring their offerings into the temple 
that the Union may be restored, I will never give 


them away to institute a system that can only end | 
| in its destruction. 


Never will I permit all this 
vast amount of money, now placed on the altar 
of the Union, to be squandered and thrown away 


for my constituency, I may say for the State of | 
such | 


New Jersey, I solemuly protestagainst an 
pollution of our sacred cause! But should you 
rush blindfold into such a course, regardless of 


the appeals and protests of a majority of the loyal | 
| men, | sincerely trust that the laws of nature may | 


be suspended, and that the effect will not follow 
an adequate cause. 


| try may be able to survive the stupidity of such 
| defenders! 


fragments that reconstruction will never be even |! 


dreamed of. With the well-known facts of this 
rebellion staring us in the face, to advocate this 
abolition policy seems to me to be almost insanity. 


While Lam so opposed to these measures, still L | 


wish to do the rebels as much damage as possible, 
but ina humane and constitutional way. Weare 
not now discussing the abstract right or wrong of 


slavery, butonly the advisability of abolishing it | 


as a means of suppressing this rebellion. While 
| am opposed to any such wholesale robbery as is 


here proposed, still L think the slaves of rebels | 


But, Mr. Chairman, why introduce these di- | 


verting measures when our lives and our liberties 
are at stake? If we hesitate weare ruined! The 
question now under discussion is, not the power 
and greatness of the Republic, bit whether all 


| these things that surround us, and the countless 


should be no more respected than any other kind | 


of property. 


be true to its noble position, and success is ours. 
Adopt it, and you sacrifice the happiness and 
prosperity of twenty millions of loyal men; you 
destroy the hope and glory of the world, that you 
may give to a few thousand slaves that liberty 
which * will not make them rich, but us poor 
indeed.”? 

But, as a Christian nation, we should consider 
the inhumanity of this law. As a leading journal 
ably says: 

*'This policy involves a savage cruelty unworthy of a 
Virtuous and enlightened nation. Jt violates the rules of 
civilized War.are, and Whatever retaliation might warrant 


‘is against a foreign guemy, it is not to be thought of by the 
couutry in this strife with her own infatuated children.” 


This isa policy as inhuman as that which armed 
the blood-thirsty savage in the war of the Rev- 
olution, Lt weuld be well for the advocates of 
this measure to ponder on the celebrated speech 
of the Earl of Chatham, 
to inform my friend, the honorable gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Ketrey,] that all hopes 
founded on his imaginary ** General Order No. 
2,”? must fall to the ground; that his champion, 
the self-constituted western commander-in-chief, 
General James Lane, has found that a superior 
officer sull has command, and that the true com- 
mander-in-chief has not been intoxicated by the 
ranting schemes of the Kansas “‘ jayhawker.’’ 

| had supposed, from the gentleman’s confidence 
a few days sinee, that he had just left the star 
chamber, and was intimating the intended policy 
of the Government. And | now take pleasure in 
informing my friend that the Lane of his admira- 
tion has been brought to a very short turn, and 
Justin ime, Now that Union 1s made the object 
of the western expedition, the hero (?) refuses to 


fight. ‘Phere is an honest abolitionist for you! | 


The negro his *alliu all.” Never let fanaticism 
So fur conquer you as to obliterate every feeling 
of humanity. Nothing less than fanaticism could, 


It affords me pleasure | 


Our path of duty ts perfectly clear, || 
Reject this abolition policy, let the Administration | 





blessings they bestow, are to continue our own, | 
or whether they, together with ourselves, are to | 


fall into the hands of the enemy. Inaction to us 
isdeath! The doctrine that this rebellion will die 
by our maintaining a ** masterly inactivity’ is 
worse than folly—it is madness. That course has 
brought us to the verge of the precipice, and unless 


|| abandoned will dash us to destruction. Whoever 
heard of giant wickedness growing weak by tol- 
| erance? It is the duty of truth to act on the offens- 


ive, and not await the attacks of error. I donot 
desire to dictate to the commanders of the Army; 
and when | urge action, | mean action combined 
with adequate force; nota blind onward to Rich- 
mond movement, but action combined with de- 
sign, aud a power able to accomplish a desired 
result. Unul we have that power, it is far better 
to act on the defensive. As the motive power of 
the Government rests here, here the action must 
commence. The onward movement must begin 
here. Here the first blow must be struck at this 
rebellion. ‘Therefore do I urge action here as 
essential to action in the field. We should prac- 
tice first and preach afterwards. Such action as 
called forth the admirable order of Secretary Stan- 
ton to the Army of the Union on the defeat of 
Zollicofler, which, like the bugle blast, found its 
echo in every loyal heart, and cheered on our 
patriotic soldiers to renewed victories in Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee, and the splendid triumph 


of our arms at Roanoke island, where so many | 
of the brave sons of New Jersey sacrificed their | 
lives in defense of their country, to the creditand | 
glory of themselves and their native State. Every | 


consideration is calling upon us to unite and sup- 
port, not distract and overthrow. Postpone out- 
side measures; let action be our motto, not words, 
words, words. 

And here allow me, Mr. Chairman, to express 
my great surprise that the elder members of this 
House, on whom we might expect to depend for 
guidance, should present to the country such a 
spectacle. 1 say that 1 am surprised that while 
the credit of the Government has been fulling fast, 
men who occupy commanding positions on the 
committees of this House should be the very first 
to introduce such measures as they have imposed 
upon our consideration. 
this Government have been threatened with ruin, 
and the laborer and mechanic have made these 
very Hails echo with their petitions for the mil- 
lions now due them, instead of proposing and 
adopting measures of relief, thereby arresung the 
downward career of our national finances, their 


God grant that our coun | 


While the finances of 


j 











| 


time has been oceupied, to an alarming extent, in 
dlanning and defending their pernicious schemes, 
Ve have been leaning on a staff that crumbles io 
the hour of need. - 

I hope, Mr. Chairman, that the bill of relief that 
has just passed has not been too late. But why 
have the gentlemen who have been so anxious to 
legislate for the welfure of tge negro, been so ter- 
ribly slow in providing the * sinews of war?” 
The Treasury should have received relief two 
months ago,and not at the very hour of its bank- 
ruptey. The secret is here, Mr. Chairman: they 
care more for the negro than for the Union. Aud 
let me tell you, sir, the people are fast finding out 
that secret. 

In putting down this rebellion you began wrong, 
because you began by despising every act aud 
assertion of the rebels. The seventy-five thou- 
sand men that were first called out were only so 
many armed spies to gaze with wonder on the 
gigantic strides the rebels were taking. You heard 
the waves of rebellion roar, but consoled your- 
selves with the thought that the leak the ship had 
sprung was not very important. Instead of man- 
ning the pumps and preparing for a terrivle storm, 
you thought it would * quickly blow over;”’ but 
now that the breakers are near, and every seam 
is drinking in the angry waves, all must spring 


|| to the pumps and work with desperation, or the 
|} waves you so despised will complete the work 


your own shert-sightedness began, and roar in 
triumph over you. Sitting, as we do, beneath the 
very edge of the dark cloud that threatens to over- 
shadow our land and eclipse our greatness, ill 
does it become us to despair; but when most bur- 
dened we should strive most to rise. Every bless- 
ing that life gives must be earued before it 1s 
enjoyed. 

he brow mustbe covered with the heart’s blood 
before the laurel of the victor crowns it. Our fore- 


| fathers, supported by godlike patriotism and per- 


severance, carried the Revolution through bloody 
scenes toa successful issue. The like sueeess 
crowned the struggles of 1812 and 1846. We are 
fighting those battls over again, against more 
powertul, crafty, and serpent-like foes; enemies 
that are actuated by the most fiendish passions 
that ever debase the mind of man. Men ouee hon- 
ored and respected by their countrymen stoop to 
do the work of the midnight assassin, by burning 
the bridges on railroads, concealing poison in food, 
nay, stooping to any degree of baseness to carry 
death amopg their friends and brothers, Their 
acis need but the horrid war-cry of the savage to 
complete the picture. How sad to find in those 
we used to love the proof of the old saying that 
friendship turned to hate is the most flendish 
passion of the human breast.”” When | turn to 
one side of the picture, and see assembled those 
whose arms are raised against their country and 
their friends, | am sad: sad to think we are in 
arms against those who were formerly attached 
to us by the deepest affection; sad that our rejeic- 
ings are over our own brethren. But, sir, when 
I behold on the other hand, millions of men rise 
in defense of their country, thrilled by the watch- 
word Union; who at the same time extend the 
hand of friendship and unsheathe the sword of 
defiance, then do [ feel that— 
** War is honorable 
In those who do their native rights maintain; 


In those whose swords an iron barrier are 
Between the lawless spoiler and the weak.” 


If it be necessary for the chariot of war to sweep 
across the whole land, I trust that ‘* the supremacy 
of the laws’? may be so deeply impressed in its 
track that time itself cannot obliterate 1t. 

I contend, Mr. Chairman, that to maintain the 
justice of, aud compel obedicnce to the laws, 13 
not to subjugate. Ifthe laws are broken with un- 
punity, then we virtually have no laws; and if we 
have no laws, we have no Government. By de- 
fending the one we muintain the other. If obedi- 
ence to the laws is subjugation, then are we oll 
subjugated. If the enforcement of just laws is 
called subjugation, then commend me to the word 


subjugation for the rest of my life. The land of 
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our forefathers 1s in peril; the land that Washing- | 


ton gave us is in peril; the Union, the tree watered 
80 freely for seven long years with their heart’s 
blood, isin peril. ‘Therefore it is that we are called 


to stand in the solemn presence of Washington | 


and baptize anew our hearts in the ocean of his 
patriotisin, and reconsecrate ourselves to the glo- 


rious cause of preserving this nation a ‘* Union of || 


States none can sever.’” 


Would to God some voice had been potent | 
enough to win back every disloyal feeling, and 
bring all to know the supremacy of the Union; || 


that the latent fires of patriotism might have been 
rekindled; and that the North and the South, 
having buried all seffishness, partisanship, and 


secuonalism, might have met around the altar of 


a common country: 
** But now since peace is despaired, 
Who can think subinission.” 
Let us then sink every other consideration, and 
make Union the beginning, Union the aim, and 


Unton the end of this war. In one sublime com- | 


bination of wisdom, patriotism, and vigor, we can 
work out our salvation from the rebels that aimed 
their daggers at the heart of the nation: 

** Destroy thou them, O God; let them fall by their own 


counsels ; cast them out in the multitude of their transgres 
sions, for they have rebelled against thee.” 


We must combine action with reason, which, 


if exerted harmoniously, will inspire us with a | 


force capable of dispelling all disorder within and 
repelling injury from without, 

rhe skies are covered with dark and portentous 
clouds; now and then the flash of lightning is 


seen; now the rumbling mass is broken and scat- | 


tered, 

Though everything may be dark and forebod- 
ing, still behind the cloud of rebellion the sky is 
clear and beautiful. Soon the breath of heaven 
will sweep across the threatening mass, and one 
by one the stars on that dear banner will reappear; 
then we can count the thirty-four, and thank God 
that they are all there. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Chairman, if 1 am not mis- 


informed, one portion of the President’s message | 


has not been referred to any committee; whether 
on the ground that there was no appropriate 


standing committee, lcannot say. I allude tothe || 


portion of the message which treats of labor and 


its relations to capital. It may be appropriate to | 


refer it to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and to this point I propose to speak. 

In the records of man’s history, the bloodiest 
page is that on which is recorded the efforts of the 
privileged few to reduce the masses to their con- 
trol, and the resistance of the divided people to 
such subjugation, They first desired to enslave 
labor, that they might enjoy its fruits; the latter 
desired to dispose of th: ir own labor, and to par- 


take ef its products. By the usurper honest labor || 


has been held in low esteem, for they grew mighty 
on the sweat of others’ brows. They strode 
haughtily over the poor and lowly, and declared 
that slavery was the proper condition of labor. 


In this class we find the emperors, kings, and || 


nobles of the world, with the large unitary body 
of slave-owners in this country. Opposed to these 
are the beareragf burdens, the laborers, bond and 
free, the producers and the tax payers of the earth. 

The page of history which we are this day writ- 
ing is buta continuation of the sanguinary record. 
The past of this record has been ably reviewed 
by others; I will deat with the present and future 
of this grand drama, in which freedom and sla- 
very stand in armed opposition. As parties in 
this contest there are three actors, two in the in- 


and agreeing in their contempt of free institutions, 


only disagreeing as to the best means of perpetu- | 
ating the system. One, ‘hating everything with || 


the prefix of freee, from free negroes down or up 


through the whole catalogue, free farms, free || 
labor, free society, free will, free thinking, and free | 

fonging to the anand damnnable claps 
ofisms,’*has rebelledagainst the Government, and | 


schools, asall be 


is now inarms againstits rightfal authority. The 


second is embraced in that which is known as the | 


border State interest, which is willing to remain 
in the Union and give loyalty and service to the 
Government on conditions as set forth in the fol- 
lowing provunciamiento: 


* If weremain in the Union, we must demand a repeal of | 
every Hucenstitutional act against the institution of slavery. | 


We ast demand that it shall be a settied policy Of this 
Government that wherever slavery shall exist under the 

















) fing of the Union, it shall receive fuli and adequate protec- 


tion trom the Federal Government.” 


Thess men sustain the Constitution and the 


Union, believing that slavery will be more secure 
under such protection, ‘They deprecate the con- 
flict of arms, and hug the cheat of neutrality lest 
slavery may come to harm in the hurly burly of 
mad war. 


There is another class—nondescripts, leaders | 


of the late Democratic party of the North, hungry 
expectantsat the table ofslavery, and disappointed 
officials—not numerous enough to form a distinct 
elementinthecontest. They are strongly inclined 


| to mischief; and as they recover from the odium | 
| incurred by the late Democratic administration, | 


and the open rebellion of the southern wing of that 


| party, they may serve a purpose in distracting the | 


North by clamoring for reconstruction on the old 
basis, and for confining the war strictly to old 


issues. Opposed to all of these stand free insti- | 


tutions, the spirit of the age, and the laborers of 
the world. 


To the careful attention of the laborers of my | 


country, North and South, | would commend 


these earnest words from the President’s annual | 


message: 

** It continues to develop that the insurrection is largely, 
if not exclusively, a war upon the first principle of popular 
government—the rights of the people. Conclusive evidence 


of this is found in the most grave and maturely considered | | 
public documents, as well as in the general tone of the in- 
surgents. In those documents we find the abridgment of | 


the existing right of suffrage, and the denial to the people 


of all right to participate in the selection of public officers, | 


except the legislative, boldly advocated, with labored argu- 


| ments to prove that large control of the people in govern- | 


mentis the source of all political evil. Monarchy itself 


is sometimes hinted atas a possible refuge from the power 


of the people. 


‘““In my present position, | could scarcely be justified | 
were I to omit ra€sing a warning voice against this approach | 
* * x * 


of returning despotisin.”” , 
* A few men own capital, and that few avoid labor them- 
selves, and, with their capital, hire or buy another few to 


labor for them. A jarge majority belong to neither class— | 
neither work tor others, nor have others working !torthem. | 


In most of the southern States a majority of the whole peo- 
ple of all colors are neither slaves nor masters; while in 


the northern, a large majority are ueither hirers nor hired. | 
Men with theirs families—wives, sons, and daughters— | 
| work for themselves on their farms, iu their houses, and in 
| their shops, taking the whole product to themselves, and 
asking no favors of capital on the one hand, nor of hired | 


laborers or slaves on the other. It is not forgotfen that a 
considerable yuinber of persons mingle their own labor with 
capital—that is, they labor with their own hands, and also 
buy or hire others to labor forthem; but this is only a mixed, 
and nota distinct class. No principle stated is disturbed 
by the existence of this mixed class. 


“ Again: as has already been said, there is not, of ne- | 


cessity, any such thing as the free hired Jaborer being fixed 
to that condition for life. Many independent men every- 
where in these States, a few years back in their lives, were 


hired laborers. The prudent, penniless beginner in the | 
world labors for wages awhile, saves a surplus with which | 


to buy tools or land for himseif; then labors on his own 


|} account another while, and at length hires another new 
beginner to help him. This is the just, and generous, and 


prosperous system, which opens the way to all—gives hope 
to all, and consequent evergy, aud progress, and improve- 
ment of condition to all. No men living are more worthy 
to be trusted than those who toil up trom poverty—none 
less inclined to take, or touch, aught which they have not 
honestly earned. Let them beware of surrendering a po- 
litical power which they already possess, and which, if sur- 
rendered, will surely be used to close the door of advance- 


ment against such as they, and to fix new disabilities and | 


burdens upon them, till all of liberty shall be lost.’’ 
These words are full of meaning, clearly point- 


=? 


ing to the objects of the war, on the one Peat and | 


the danger to the laborer if slavery should succeed 
in its nefarious intent, upon the other, and closing 


| with words of solemn warning against any sur- 


render of rights which they already possess. As 


| one of the class contemplated in this message, as 


| one who has always labored for his bread, and is, 
terest of slavery, united in their adoration of it, || 


in all respects identified in thought, feeling, and 


| hopes with those who must eat their bread in the | 


sweat of their face, I will speak of the war, its 
cause, and its cure. 

Men learned in the law have already spoken to 
this question with instruction to the public mind; 


and others, with semblance of learning, have dark- | 
ened counsel by words without knowledge, to the 


confusion of the ere. I will not multiply words 
to verify the truth as contained in the teachings of 
Marshall, Hamilton, Madison, and Adams, and 


|| as set forth in the able argument of my honorable 
| friend from Ohio, (Mr. Bixenam.] [am content 
| that we have all necessary legal and constitutional 
| powers and rights to deal, as seemeth best for the 


Republic, with the cause of the war. 


“It has been by a simple rule of interpretation I have 
studied the Constitution of my couutry. ‘Thatrate has been 


| simply this: that by no word. no act. vo combination into 


—_ ———— 
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which | might enter, should any one human being ot 
generations to which T belong, much less any class «+ 
man beings of any nation, race, or kindred, be oppr . 
and kept down in the least degree in their efforts oe : 
a higher state of liberty and happiness. Amid all the eins. a 
of the time-, amid all the essays and discussions to w) 
the Constitution of the United States has been subj, eted 
this has been the simple. plain, broad fight in whieh | have 
read every article and every section of that great instry 
ment. Whenever it requires of me that this hand shalj kop ) 
down the humblest of the human race, then [ will lay dows 
power, place, position, fame, everything rather than adopt 
such a construction or such arule. If, therefore, in this 
land there are any who would rise, I say to them, in Gods 
name, good speed.” 


Mr. Seward has said many things that future 
ages will gladly remember; but in all the records 
of eloquence, whether of his or other man’s, ji 
would be difficult to find a loftier passage thay 
this. Would that [ could persuade myself tha 


all the 
sed 


‘to 


ich 


‘| such was still his creed and practice. 


As a representative of labor, I shall speak for 
the laborers of the whole country, however dj- 
verse they may be in color, be they bond or fie, 
whether it be to advocate the interests of Ameri- 
can labor,as opposed to the capital and machinery 
of foreign countries, whether it be to resent the 
slur and the sneer so often cast upon the laborer 
by those who lack appreciation of his true digniiy, 
or whether it be to save the blood and lives of tij. 


| northern laborer in this war, by doing right and 


justly by theslave. IL will nowand always speak 
my honest convictions, with no shadow of revyey- 
ence for those precedents, compromises, or usages 
which have culminated in violence and rebellion; 


/and without apology of argument I will assert 


that ‘* the present rebellion finds its root and neur- 


| ishment in chattel slavery in the South; that the 


leading conspirators are slaveholders, who form 
an oligarchy hostile to free institutions;”’ and as, in 
the nature of things, no solid peace can be main- 
tained while the cause of this war is permitted to 
exist, therefore Iam in favor of such action by 
Congress, the Executive, the armies, and navies, 
as will lead to the final extinction of the cause, leav- 
ing the terms of said extinction to the time when we 
may be called upon to act on it. | am utterly op- 
posed to any recognition of the right of any rebel 
master to any claim on tlie services of any person. 

When gentlemen from the South announce 
themselves as slaveholders—and they lose iio oc- 
casion to proclaim it—as the very title of their 
** greatness and nobility,”’ a thrill of admiration 


| vibrates through the opposite side of the Cham- 


ber, and their eternal song of the ‘* nigger’’ is |is- 
tened to with that deferential consideration aliwaus 
due this privileged order. And though they may 
emulate ** Bunsby”’ in the profundity of their 
reasoning as to the fate and condition of the slip 
of State, the ** Captain Cuttles,”? who may be 
found everywhere, wag their wise heads over ‘an 
opinion as is an opinion,’’ and commend these 
‘chunks of wisdom’’ to us poor Republicans. 


| You slavehoiders claim of us respectful consider- 
| ation, because a poor score or more of men and 


women are the bond creatures of your will and 
obey your beck and bidding. Your pretensions 
to superiority on such poor grounds are disre- 
garded and laughed at by the freamen and skilled 
working men of the North, Your assumptions can 
only be as nothing in the minds of men of skilled 
hand and trained intellect, who, as inventors, 
wrestle, as Jacob did of old, with the angels of the 
Lord, and refuse to let them go until they bless 
them with good gifts from the master’s garner of 
invention. Your dominion seems poor to whole 
armies intent on the conquest of nature’s forces 


| to man’s ase and benefit. And your order is not 


recognized by men who have grown in a world 
and aspire to be nobles in a kingdom wherein, by 
the touch of the litile finger, the force and power 
and eflieiency of ten thousand of your poor servl- 
tors spring into being, attended by no groan ol 
anguish from overtasked nerves, needing no lash 
to urge, no fugitive bill to reclaim to unwilling 
bondage. 1 too, have been a slaveholder; for 


years | have driven a grim, black giant, born of 


the dust of the earth, and fashioned in the womb 
of the furnace “ seven times heated,’’ with tron 
frame and thews of steel, asking no kindness at 


_my hands, save to wipe his oiled visage, and to 


lubricate his joints—he would toil on two aud 
twenty hours in every day, the year through. — 

This slave is the steam engine, the wonder ot 
the age, the crowning triumph of man’s mechan- 


ical skill» We have butto touch the secrets of 1's 


being, and a power almost omnipetent and seem- 


fields 
cisins 
and | 
woul 
sulij 
full « 
aud « 
the vr 
mate 
man 
pow 
a hu 
In 
gine 
orde 
tL ku 
real: 
sion 
spol 
mac 
bras 
T 
the! 
citi 
met 
thet 
for? 
int 
the 
bor 
be | 
to ¢ 
mee 
abl 
Th 
the 
is t 
the 
we 
ers 
pia 
far 
su] 
iv 
to 
at 
so 
tut 
pu 
a: 
us 
th 
fre 


piel Sil 





) 


ie 


An 


ab 
On 
at 
to 
ad 


1862. 


ternal in its endurance, ‘awaits our direct- 
o overcome every obstacle to our will, to 
designs of our brain. 
In this creation we behold the embodiment of 
of human thought, effort, and self-sacrifice, 
more of sublime triumph and deep despair of 
tainment, than culminated at Marathon, Water- 
rthe proudestand bloodiest of earth’s battle- 
fields. After knowing such dominion, and exer- 
cising such mastery over the machinery of power, 
and know ing the development that attends it, I 
would emancipate all human labor from forced 
subjection to another’s will; educate all men to a 
full development of their intelligence and skill; 
ud open unobstructed way to every people, that 


} 
\ { ai 


the race may achieve sSupremest master y over the 


material world and the forces of nature. And o 
man’s developed will transcended his physical 
power to execute, I would give each laborer, not 
a human, but an iron slave. 

In answer you will say, ** we also have the en- 

gine and machinery as aid and ally to our well- 
ordered, safe, and permanent system of labor.” 
{ know pee have admitted mac hinery within your 
realm; but you have always feared it as the mis- 
sionary of freedom; for the free-thoughted, out- 
spoken mechanic, the engineer, the smith, and the 
machinist, the whole army of workers 
brass, in stone and in wood, follow close in its train. 

Phese men will assert the dignity of labor, and 
theirequality with you, by making terms and con- 
ditions with you; they will stand your equals as 
men, your superiors in the skill and knowledge of 
their trade, and will give you equivalent service 
for yourgold. You know that slavery cannotlive 
in the face of such men. They bring with them 
the fundamental idea of the North, that the la- 
borers worthy of his hire;’’ that the first debt to 
be paid, is the wages of the working inan; and that 


to defraud the laborer of his hire, is the depth of 


meanness. In the South it is considered honor- 
able to compel the laborer to work without pay. 
This constitutes the essential difference between 
the North and the South—the meanness of the one 
is the honor of the other; how will you reconcile 
them? And these practical men of exact works 
and close figures will reason with you, slavehold- 
ers, in this wise: you give $1,000 for a slave and 
place him at one end ofa saw, and another $1,000 
for his mate at the other end, and you get scant 
: ue ply of lumber for your houses or ships. 1 will 

- $1,000 for a ten horse power engine equal 
to the power of one hundred and fifty. men, and 
attach it to a saw, and supply you with lumber 
so cheap that you must discard the saw, and 
turn your slaves to other employment. Or you 
put your slave to the hand-mill, and he grinds 
a scant supply of coarse meal for your family 
use; but the millwright marks the brawling brook 
that from creation’s dawn has run its wild course 
free and unobstructed from the mountain to the 

he takes the stones that block your roads, 
wid the boulders that mar the beauty of your 
pastures, and he forms a reservoir of gratuitous 
power In the mill-dam; he fashions the mill, and 
shapes the water-wheel and simple machinery 
from the crowded trees of the forest; from ma- 
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compensate ‘ inthe reduced cost of the itidacee 


of the new machinery. You are paid for your 
saw in the first load of boards you pure hase. It is 
eighty-five years since Adam Smith wrote: 


* Tt appears, accordingly, from the experieuces of all ages 
and nations, that the work done by freemen comes cheaper 
in the end than that performed by slaves. It is found to do 
so even at Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, where the 
wages of labor are so very bigh.”— Wealth of Nations, 1, viii. 

So wrote Adam Smith; and all intelligent mer 
know that the odds are greatly in favor of any- 
thing Adam Smith wrote being true. Do you be- 
lieve this?) My constituents will be apt to say to 
claimants for compensation for the emancipated 
slave, ** you will be paid in the better man we 
will give you; if we take your slave we will re- 
turn you the freed man; 
be paid for your saw In the first load of boards 
you buy.’ > But you say, ** we do not desire this.’ 
Possib ly not; but it has been answered * that the 
Re public may saffer nodamage, we do this thing.” 
** But I have bought this man. I gave ‘thirty 
pieces of silver’ for him, and he is mine; his in- 
crease and his services are my posse ssion. Are 
my thirty pieces to go for nothing ? ? Would yeu 
ai me??? Not so. We place you ona level with 
the owner of the turnpike and the Conestoga team, 
when the railroad and locomotive were inesoduced. 
You suffer only as the owner of all productive 
machines does when better and cheaper produc- 
tions displace his; from the ‘* whipsaw,’’ the 
‘‘handmiill,”’ and the ‘* spinning-wheel,’’ up to 
the slave, all are subject to the common law of 
property in machines; all must yield to the better 
and cheaper, without thought of compensation for 
the discarded rubbish. Sheuld my people sa 
to me, how can I answer them? 
millions to remunerate the owncf of the slave, 
when he is superseded by a better man, and refuse 
to apply the same rule to the thousand and one 
bake-ovens that may be displaced and ruined by 
the mechanical bakery. 


To illustrate the injustice, suppose South Car- 


| olina has four hundred thous: ind slaves, and we 


| allow the moderate 


sum of $400 for each slave, 


' this would equal $160,000,000 in deenbeanalion to 
| the owners, and yet the State would contain*four 


| is used to fright the northern laborer from meet- || 


hundred thousand more efficient workers than it 
had before. We are made poorer by the taxes 
imposed to meet this payment. They are made 
doubly rich by the gift of millions of dollars and 
freedom to the slave. 

An obj jection to the policy of confiscation, or 
the emancipation that may follow it, and one that 


|| ing the question squarely, to bias his better judg- 


| from Pennsylvania, [Mr 


teria! hitherto waste he evolves a power ofa thou- || 


sand hands, and directs it to the preparation of the 
cornand wheat—in consequence,athousand slaves 


are liberated from the toil of the mill, and athou- | 


sand handmills are consigned to the rubbish he ap. 
Vie plough ande ultivator banish the ¢ lumsy hoe, 


and substitute the horse or mule for many slaves; | 
thus, by improved machinery and processes, 


lessening your dependence on the rude laber of 
the slave ,and dispensing with the awkward tools 
with which the past was content. Every improve- 


ment, whether the erection of the mill or the in- | 


troduction of the steam engine, frees or removes 
your bondmen. In this peaceful process of eman- 
cipation we see the hand-saw giving way to the 
ree procating mill-saw, and this, in turn, dis- 
placed by the circular saw. ‘The old planter *s mill 
banished by the water or steam-mill; the spin- 
ning-wheel and hand-loom merged and lost in the 
giant factory; the scythe, the sickle, and the flail 
in the patent reaper and the thrashing machine. 
And yet, sir, so far as I have heard , the unfor- 
tupate owners of this discarded machinery have 
hever setup aclaim on Government for the losses 
incurred by the intreduction of the patented in- 
ventions. Hadsuch claim been made, a good and 
sufficient answer would be: you are more than 


{ 


! ular measure 


ment by appeals to an alarmed self-interest, 1s 
embodied in the questionasked by the genlleman 
. Wricut:]} 

* Where would you march that army of four millions of 


slaves? Would you march them to Ohio, or to the State of 
Pennsylvania, or to the State of New York ?”’ 


And which he anwers in the following sup- 
position: 


** But let me say to the gentleman, that if his army of four 
millions of slaves were to commence their march into Ohio 
and Pennsylvania, it would be worse upon those States 
than the plagues of Egypt. They would devour and eat out 
the substance of the people. Not only would that evil come 


| to pass, but the effect of it would also be to destroy the 


acks themselves and annihilate ali their power for good.” 
blacks th Ives and ¢ hilate ali ul for good 


This is a fearful picture, and one that we might 
justly shrink from, were it founded in probability, 
or had anything of fact to sustain it, 

I propose to show by the following argument 
that such inroad is unlikely, and would be con- 
trary to the past history of this people. 

By the census of 1850, we find that Maryland 
had a free black population of 74,000; Delaware 
of 18,000; Virginia of 54,000; or a total of 136,000 
in these three border States, 

These free blacks are surrounded by the blight- 
ing influences and dangers of slave sry; subjected 
to laws, the injustice ‘and cruelty of which are 
but now coming to light in the practices of this 
District. In spite of threats of forcible expatria- 


tion, or of being sold into bondage; in the face of 


| attempted legislation, thus denounced by Judge 
Catron, of Tennessee, in opposing a bill for the 


| forcible removal of this unhappy class: 


* My objection to the bill is that it proposes ta commit an 
outrage, to perpetrate an oppression — cruelty, ‘This is 
the plain truth, and it is idle to mince werds to soften th 
fact. 

We are told that this ‘free negro bill’ ic 


a politic, pop 
W hiere is it popular? 


bu what nook or cour- 
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ner of the State are the priuciples of humanity so deplora 

biv deficient that a majority of the whole inhabitonts would 
commit an Outrage not committed in a Christian cou try 
of which history gives any account?) lu what eouery is 
it, thi. side of Afviea, that the majority have einsinv od the 
minority, sold the weak to the trang, and applicd the pro 
eceds of sale to educate the ehildeen of the stronger side, 
as this bill proposes it is au Open assertion that * umight 
makes right.’ it is reopening the African slave trade, in 
fact. In that trade the strong capture the weak, and sell 
them, and so it will be here, if this policy is carried out. 

* All over the State, those whe are responsible for pass 
ing the bill will have to contend with fearful public opin- 
ion, nade up of all the women who have meral characters 
and religious feelings 5 backed by the clergy, and assuredly 
by a very large tng ajority of the members ot all the churches, 
for we must carry along with us the important fact that 
numbers of the people, sought to be enslaved or driven out 
belong to and are members of our various ehure hes, ane 
in fullcommunion. That these grent bodies of Christian 
men and women will quietly stand by and see their hum- 
ble eo-workers sold on the block tothe negro trader. is not 
to be expected, nor will any set of men be supported, mor- 
ally or politically, Who are the authors of such a law.” 


Yet of the 53,000 free blacks in Pennsylvania, 
only 15,000 ave not native born, Why have this 
pe opie ’ with so many reasons to impel them, not 
migrated to the North? Why do they adhere 
with such persistence to their native soil?) This 
love of home is strikingly @lustrated by the fol- 
lowing figures from the census of 1850: of the 
54,333 free blacks in the Staie of Virginia, only 
533 were born out of the State; of the 18,073 in 
Delaware, only 1,141; of the 74,723 in Maryland, 
only 1,367; and of the 27,463 in North Carolina, 
but 645 were born out of the State; or of a total 
free population in these four States of 174,000, 
only 3,686 are foreign born, or a trifle over two 
per cent. This shows plainly that the black is 
not migratory, and that our people have little to 
apprehend from a race thus deep-rooted in the soil 
of the South. Is it net doing violence to right 
reason and the facts to assume that the negro 
would abandon the home that he has clung to un- 
der such adverse circumstances, with the first step 
towards rendering his existence tolerable? [am 
satisfied that geptlemen have allowed their preju- 
dice to cloud their judgment; and when they come 
to review the facts, they will agree with me that, 
with emancipation, the exodus of the negro will 
be southward, and that soon, of all the free blacks 
residentin the cold North, one half or more would 
take up the line of march to the sunny land of 


Dixie. 


| “ Where the yam will grow, the cotton blow, 


They’ll raise the rice and corn 3 
And never they’il fear if never they hear 
The driver blow his horn.”’ 

Having combatted the apprehension that the 
comparative feeble African would overrun and 
root out the developed working man of the free 
States, | will proceed, ina rapid and hasty sketch, 
to set forth some of the advantages that may ac- 
crue to the vorthern laborer by this system of 
free labor in the South, which may happily follow 
this w ar. 

The slaves of the South are, of necessity, non- 
consumers of the produc ts of northern skill and 
labor, save to a very limited extent. . There are 
about four million five hundred thousand slaves; 
these will be converted into consumers of our 
labor by the introduction of a system that will 
enable them to gratify their simple tastes, in vieing 
with old master in the consumption of the ten 
thousand products of oar skill. The wages earned 
by these people, exclusive of board, would at 
once amount to $250,000,000, of which it is within 
reason to suppose one half, or $150,000,000, would 
find its way into the workshops of the Nort! 
Why, sir, a single pair of shoes per annum to cac h 
of these four and a half millions would cheer 
the hearts of the sons of St. Crispin iv Massachu- 
, setts and Philadelphia; a che ap orpamé ntal Yan- 

kee clock on each mantel of the eight hundred 
| thousand humble homes which would soon dot 
the southern landscape, would almost reconeile 
Connecticut to freedom; an extra Sunday gown 
to each woman and child would consume twenty 
or thirty millions of yards of calicoes; a suit of 
Sunday best to each man and boy would give 
$30,000,000 to northern industry; the hoe, spade, 
/ and ax, needed about the tittle home, would add 
' other millions. Each want gratified "would tead 
to new desires, to act as stimulants to thrift and 
industry, and thus fit them to their new estate, 
jut the South will soon supply these simple 
vantsof ber people—granted; and | most ardently 
desire that she may, Then she wil! the more need 
the skill of our mechanics to build her mills and 
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machinery, and the skilled workmen of the North | 
to conduct her « ntlerprise to success. At a future 
time I may follow this argument into detail, to 
show to the working man, capitalist, mechanie, | 
manufacturer, and trader of the whole country, 
the advantages of securing a market of four anda | 
half millions of consumers. 

Mr. Chairman, the advocates of slavery are now | 
engaged in the destruction of the Governmentand 
the Constitution. They have proclaimed their in- 
dependence, and have adopted a constitution, the 
vital idea of which is the enslavement of labor, the | 
subordination of the rights of man to the power | 
of capital, or, in fulfillment of the avowal of Gov- 
ernor H. V. Johnson, * that capital should own | 
laber and the laborer.”? With this unholy pur- 
pose at heart, they have levied armies and waged 
war on the land. ‘They have fitted and authorized 
privateers to ravage the seas. By appeals to the | 
avarice of the foreign trader, and temptations to 
European lust of dominion, they seek to involve 
us ina foreign war, and thus secure the disrup- 
tion of the Union. They have inaugurated a reign 
of terror over the Union-loving citizens of the 
South. They have driven them from their homes, 
and have confiscated (Weir lands and chattels and 
all properties. They have declared all residents of | 
the loyal States aliens, and have sequestered their | 
property as such, In violation of common hon- 
esty they have repudiated their private debts. 
They have introduced anarchy, mgsrule, violence, 
and bloody war within the Union, and made pop- | 
ular governmenta jeer and a by word in the mouth 
of the stranger, As deadly enemies they beleaguer | 
the capital. We legislate within sound of their | 
cannon, und the honored seat which you occupy, | 
Mr. Chairman, is barely beyond their rifle shot. 
The young men whom the nation has intrusted 
to our keeping lie in graves dug by an enemy’s | 
hands. The west wind is yet tainted with the 
blood of the battle-field. The Potomac is closed 
bythe leaguers, and three hundred thousand lives 
are now the rampart between our homes and the 
myrmidons of slavery. 

in this state of affairs I feel released from all 
past obligations, aud am free to regard slavery as 
the cancerous spot on the vitals of the body-pol- | 
iue—to be treated with knife and cautery, actual 
and potential. ** For if we meet this dreadful and | 
portentiousevil with poor common-place proceed- | 
ings, with trivial maxims and paltry old saws, 
with deubts, fears, and misgivings, down we go | 
to the bottom of the abyss, and nothing short of 
Omnipotence can save us.”? Yet, sir, gentlemen on 
the Democratic side of the House and the pro- 
slavery side of this question, insist, on this floor, 
in State Legislatures, in public discussion, through 
the press, by correspondence, and in conversa- 
tion, at all times, in all places, in season and out 
of -season, sentiments and views of policy as ex- 
pressed in the following preamble to resolutions | 


| of this piace, has offered his services, with some ** 


of the Legislature of Maryland, adopted January || 


2, 1861: 

“The General Assembly of Maryland have seen with con 
cern certain indications at the seat of the General Govern 
ment of au interference with the institution of slavery in 
the siaveholding States, aud cannot hesitate to express 
their sentiments and those of the people they represent in | 





‘ . } 
put down any attempt at coercion, illustrated by 


the following precious morsel, cut from a South 
Carolina paper? 
Betveronte. Pa., Nor. 24, 1560. 
Dear Sir: I understand that Colonel James 58. Brishin, 
five hun- 


dred W ide-Awakes,”’ to Governor Letcher, for the purpose || 
of torcing the people of Virginia into measures, should they | 


secede, I have expected this, and I now offer my services, 
with “one thousand men,” who can be organized within 
ten days, to repel any attack that may be made by those 
men, or any other force from the northern States. 

I have been through the neighboring counties, and the 
young men of the Democratic party are anxious for them to 
make the first move. If they do so, I pledge you my word 
of honer as a gentleman and a soldier, they will never have 
to Jeave their own State to find an enemy. 


If you accept my offer, you will please let me hear from | 


you. 
I am, truly, 


Hon. Henry A. Wise, Richmond, Va. 








Willthe northern Democrat ever trust the south- 
ern slaveholder who so ruthlessly broke up the 
party, and handed them over to the tender mercies 
of the Black Republican? The Democratic party 
was founded to defend the rights of man against 
the pretensions of property; and on this it grew 
Into power, 

Will the democratic masses of the North con- 
sent to a reconstraction on the basis of the right 
of capital to own labor, or will they uphold a 
party existing exclusively as the defender and 
glorifier of the right of property in negroes? 

How long will it be before the merchant and 
manufacturer or the farmer of the North can again 
give credit to those chivalric slaveholders who 
have repudiated their obligations, and cheated 
their creditors of unknown millions? When again 
will the northern mechanic expose himself to the 
dangers of a residence in a slaveholding commu- 
nity? When, and how, can these wounds be 
healed? Do the advocates of slavery mean, by 
the restoration of the old order of things, that 
Twiggs shall return upon the Army Register as 


brigadier general United States Army? If so, is | 


he to outrank the gallant Grant? Shall Mason 
again scowl in the Senate, and crack his whip over 


that thief, sneaking and mousing through every 


department of the Government for opportunity | 


to betray it, professing obedience to its behests 


with his lips, while plotting its destruction—in | 


a word, do they mean, with this expenditure of 
blood and treasure, simply to restore lost power 
to the leaders of a pro-slavery Democracy ? 

Sir, | have a higher hope. I believe that when 
we emerge from this war—decimated and impov- 
erished though we may be—freedom will have a 
higher signification, and liberty will not be a word 
without meaning. From this time and forever you 
will ask in vain of the northern man to submit 
to the contemptuous pretensions of the imperious 
southerner to acknowledge the lordly rule of an 
aristocracy, based on the ownership of a slave, 
whose title-deed of nobility is dated from some 


| noisome slave-pen,and attested by the sign-manual 


regard to a policy @ unwise and mischievous. This war is || 


prosecuted by the nation with but one object, that, namely, | 
of a restorition of the Union just as it was when the rebel- 
tion broke out. ‘The rebellious States are to be brought 
back to their places in the Union without change or dim- | 
ination of their constitutional rights. Inthe language of 
the resolution adopted by both Houses of Congress at its | 
extra session in July last with remarkable unanimity, this 
war is declared to be prosecuted not ‘in any spirit of op 


pression, or for any purpose of conquest or subjugation, or || 


purpose of overthrowing or interfering with the rights or | 
established institutions of those States, but te defend and 
maintain the supremacy of the Constitution, and to preserve 
the Unton, with all the dignity, equality, and rights of the 
several States unimpaired; and that as soon as these objects 
are secomplished the war ought to cease.’ 

Can this be?  Isit, in the nature of things, pos- 
sible? In my opinion, clearly and emphatically, 
no. Which party, red-handed from the war, with 
the triumph upon the one hand and the bitterness 
of defeat rankling in the hearts of the other, will 
ever consent to return again to the hollow shams, 
tricks, deceptions, and compromises which have 
ultimated in this unholy war. 

Will the northern working man again 


rmitthe | 
southern slaveholder and the Breckinridge Demo- | 
crat tostrike hands in conspiracy against hisrights? | 
Will the southern slaveholder again trust the | 
northern Democrat who betrayed him into his 


ent deadly peril, by promises of northern aid to 





| that isin our hearts. 


of the slavetrader. No, sir, it cannot be; no pos- 
sible consequences of this war can reconcile the 
people to return to the wallow of the past; they 
will never consent to allow slavery again to be- 
come a controlling power in the Government. Let 
us be honest with each other, and speak the thought 
Then, if gentlemen from 
Kentucky, Virginia, Maryland, or Missouri, find 


| itharder than they can bear; if they regard slavery 


| 


as higher and holier than freedom; if they hold 
their rights to this property as more sacred than 
country; if they can offer on the altar of the Union 
life, fortune, and sacred honor, reserving slavery 
as beyond and above all these; then let them turn 


| the bitterness of their hearts and the phials of 


their wrath against the bad men, who, urged by 


| a worse system, have precipitated this conflict be- 


tween freedom and slavery—and not against us, 
who but accept a sgern necessity. Let us say to 
them, the opportunity to strike at this great evil 
of slavery, which our fathers longed and prayed 
for, is at length granted to the children; and we 
must not forego it, or God may abandon us. 

* Onee, to every man and nation, comes the moment to 

decide, 


In aeat of truth with falsehood, for the good or evil 
side ; 


Some great cause, God’s new Messiah, offering each the 
bloom or blight, 


Parts the goats upon the left hand and the sheep upon the 
t 


And choice goea by forever "twixt that darkness and 
that light.” 
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Let them know plainly and honestly that, as we 
have in the past been true to the compromises of 
the Constitution in favor of slavery, we now fee] 
ourselves absolved therefrom by the acts of the 
slaveholder. 

And now that we are forced into a life and death 
struggle with this ugly fiend, and been drawn into 
the final contest with these traitors to the glorious 
heritage of the Revolution, we do regard the 
armed champions of slavery as foes to God and 
humanity, who must abide the fearful retribution 
of their crimesagainst both. They have whetted 
a sword against their own peace, and we must use 


| it to their overthrow, and man’s salvation; they 


have staked their lives against our lives, and we 
meet them with our lives in our hands; they have 
prepared a destruction against us, and we must 


| return it upon them; they gloried in the belief that 
| every northern man’s hand would be on his neigh- 


| from the contest. 


bor’s throat through their machinations. So they 
must not wimper and cry if we arm such hands 
in the South as may rise to strike for the Union and 
freedom. Nordo they whoare in the field against 
us complain of anything which we may propose 
todo. As men,they accept the brunt of the bat- 
tle, the losses and privations of the war, the risks 
of insurrections, or our forced emancipation of 
theirslaves. They accept all the danger and the 
death consequent on their course; and, so far as 
I have heard, laugh our threat to scorn, and defy 
us to do our best or worst. . 

Yet gentlemen on the other side of the House 
would have us believe, should we dare to touch 
this ** sacred property,’’ the inevitable result will 
be the disbandment of our armies, and the with- 
drawal of the Democratic element of our country 


Day by day we are gravely 


| told that any departure from the original issues 
| involved in the controversy are to lead to these 


direful results. The gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia [Mr. Waren] has clearly shown his lack of 


faith in the conscience, virtue, and intelligence of 





our people, by declaring that to do justice to the 


; ; | laborers of the South, that to recognize the truth 
the representatives of the North; with Floyd, |) 


that ‘he who delves the soil has a just claim to 
its fruits,’ that toact up to the Gospel maxim ‘‘ the 
laborer is worthy of his hire,” that to pay a fair 
day’s wages for a fair day’s work to these dark 
children of toil, is to scatter this grand army of 
working men; that to inscribe freedom on the ban- 
nerconsecrated to freedom is to disband an army of 
freemen; that to institute the marriage relation, 
(impossible in slavery,) to teach these four millions 
of ** illiterate and half barbarous people”’ the hon- 
ored names of husband and wife, parent and child, 
is to cause the hundreds of thousands of loyal, 


| loving husbands, noble fathers, and heroic sons 


to forget their oaths of service, and to throw down 
their arms in the face of insolent rebellion; trail 
the stars and stripes before the rattlesnake emblem 
of South Carolina; to allow their couftry to per- 
ish, and themselves to become the scorn of true 
womanhood the world over. Or, if we reach from 
our high estate of freedom and intelligence, and 
take these wronged men in our strong right hand, 
and teach them that they are men, or give them 
homes in this world, and a hope of life immortal 
in the next, then the gentleman from Pennsy!va- 
nia ventures to say that the army of one hundred 
thousand men which Pennsylvania has put in the 
field would become less formidable “ than the 
contemptible company of men that Falstaff was 
ashamed to march through Coventry to the battle 
of Shrewsbury.’’ Or the gentleman from New 
York, conjuring up the horrible phantom with 
which so many children and southern statesmen 
have been frighted at, says: 

“It is my firm belief that if abolitionism should rule the 
day, this war would become one of extermination and death 
all over the country. That ‘the blackness of darkness 
would overshadow the land, and the sun of liberty godown 
in blood, thereby extinguishing the hopes of freemen for a 
republican Government, and obliterating all Feasonable 
grounds for expecting the permanent sovereignty of the 
people.” 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I, for one, do not believe 
any such thing. I have lived close to the people 
of my country,and I believe that the great Amer- 
ican people, Democratand Republican, ‘love free- 
dom more than slavery, free institutions more than 
slave institutions, the old starry flag always and 
forever above the broad-striped rag that now 1D- 
sults the manhood and brings the blush of shame 
to the womanhood of the nation.”’ Their logic is 
short and terribly direct: ‘* Slavery is at war with 
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us ae slavery must die.’ The death knell of 
slavery Was in the echoes of the first gun atSum- 
ter, Slavery pointed that gun, and fired itagainst 
freedom and eur flag. Then the sons of fre eedom 

nd the lovers of that flag rose en masse aS a Man; 


the men of the North roused to the rescue; in- | 


stinctively the people sought out their old leaders 


and made them do reVerence to the old banner of | 


the Revolution, and the stars and stripes floated 
from every house. Demagogues who had cheated 
the masses, in fear and trembling at the terrific 
outburst of patriotic indignation, ran to and fro 
to borrow the flag they had laughed at, and their 


whiite Irps did unusual reverence to the Union they 


had conspired against. 
This outburst of patriotism served for a time 


to hush the treason that, with blatent threat, prom- | 
ised to carry Pennsy Ivania with the southern con- | 
‘The ery went forth that the capital | 


federac y- 
was endange red, and the ax was dropped in its 
cut, the iron in the fire, the shuttle half across the 


woot, the plow in the furrow, the day-book leftun- | 
balanced, as the woodman, the smith, and weaver, | 


the farmer, clerk, and lawyer, the tired son of 
toil, the idle child of luxury, the schoolmaster 
and his scholar, the learned judge, preachers and 
dignitaries, high and low, none too high, none too 
low, hurried to respond to the insult and the chal- 
lenge. And here we stand to-day, face to face with 
the fell spirit that pulled down that flag amid fire 


and blood, which drove the brave Anderson and 
the gallant and true Doubleday and Foster from | 


the walls of Sumter. That story revealed to an 


astonished world the inherent loyalty of our people | 


to the spirit of the institutions transmitted from 
their fathers. Would it not be well for gentlemen 
to take heed in the dangerous game they are play- 
ing, by striving to block the way to victory, in 
withholding supplies, in paralyzing the loyal 
endeavors of the true-hearted by teaching thi 
miserable heresy of a conditional loyalty. 
But should these teachers of half truths, of half- 
way loyalty to our flag and country, aided by pro- 
| 
Army against such policy as may be deemed ne- 
cessary to the salvation of the country—well, what 


then? Will the nation die because these false sons | 


fail it in its hour of need? Are the people to be 
subdued by atreason not altogether unanticipated ? 
Shall liberty return to heaven, from whence it 


came, and shall free institutions perish on earth | 


because Democracy still chooses to follow the lead 
of the false-hearted Breckinridge ? No, sir; chaf- 
ing and impatient, fierce and almost b sloodthirsty, 
stands this nation, looking with damnation on each 
doubter, and bitter contempt on every feebleness, 


and should our present great preparation fail us | 


utterly, and our commanders prove incompetent 
or disloyal, still would I know that the Lord 
liveth, and these United States are to endure. 
Mr. BIDDLE obtained the floor. 
Mr. KELLEY. Will my colleague yield me 
the floor for a few minutes? 


Mr. BIDDLE. Certainly. 


Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman,lI regret to be |! 


constrained to ask from my colleague the favor | 


which he so gracefully grants; but had I been 
permitted this morning to make a brief statement, 
{ should not have had occasion to interfere with 
my colleague now. 
House to repair, in so far as it could by listening 


to and putting upon its Journal his statement, the | 
wrong whieh, by publishing the report of one of | 


its committees, it had done to a friend and constit- 


uent of mine, a gentleman of integrity and char- | 


acter, one who, from early life to his present age, 
has risen steadily by the energy and ability with 


which he has managed a large business, the con- | 
trol of a daily newspaper ,and by the fide lity with | 


which he has lived up to all his contracts with 
men. 


[ ask now that the Clerk may read a letter which 
this gentleman has done me the honor to address 


to me as his Representative. When it shall have | 


been read, { will yield the floor to my colleague, 
to whom Iam grateful for his courtesy. 
letter of Colonel Alexander A. Cummings, of 
Philadelphia, drawn from him by the fact that his 


announcement to the committee that there was | 


remaining in the hands of Messrs. Dix, Blatchford, 


and Opdyke $140,000 accounted for by vouchers, 


has been given to the public, and commented upon 
as a statement that he had in his hands $140,000 
unaccounted for. 


us | 
| 


slavery Army officers, succeed in arraying this | 


I rose then to request this | 


It is the 


Mr. A. Cc ONI cL ING. I wih to re ala my 
friend ines Pennsylvania that no member of the 
committee which he impeac hes is present in the 
House. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE, I should like to ask my 
friend from Pennsylvania a single question, I 
suppose the person he alludes to 1s the same Mr. 
Cummings whose name I see on the 66th page of 
this smal] primer [laughter] which I hold in my 
hand. 

Mr. KELLEY. What is the first name of that 
|| Mr. Cummings? I have not the volume to refer to. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Alexander A. Cummings. 

Mr. KELLEY. That is the same, sir. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I see that he is reported 
as having purchased for the use of the Army two 
hundred and eighty dozen pints of ale and porter, 
| so many tierces of codfish, three hundred boxes 

of herrings, two hundred boxes of cheage, thirty- 
six packages of butter, six barrels of tongues, six- 
teen hundred and seventy dozen of straw hats, 
twenty-five casks of Scotch ale, price not stated; 


intended to be read ? 


speak for itself; and when, without doing wrong 
to a colleague who is obliging me, I shall have an 
opportunity to reply to the gentleman, | promise 
to do it, 

Mr. NOBLE. I move that the reading of the 
yaper be dispensed with, and that it be published 
in the Globe. 

Mr. KELLEY. Ifthe House has donea worthy 
man injustice, I ask that it shall, at least, hear the 
statement of his case, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. [rise toa question of order 
How does the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Nosie} 
get the floor? The reading of this paper comes 
out of the time of my colleague, who desires to 
have it read as part of his argument. 

Mr. KELLEY. [ask that it be read as part 
|of my remarks. If preferred by the committee, 
I will read it myself. 

Mr. NOBLE. I rise toa question of order. I 


a motion. 
| announced. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that the 
committee cannot order a paper to be published, 
and therefore the motion of the gentleman from 
Ohio cannot be in order. 
The Clerk read the paper, as follows: 


The vote ea ihat motion has not been 


Hon. WitiiaM D. KeELuiey, 
Member of Congress, Fourth District, Pennsylvania : 


only partially recovered, has prevented me, until now, from 
responding to, or in any way noticing, the extraordinary 
assault upon my character contained in the report of what 


House of Representatives on the Lith of December last. 
| [ embrace the earliest moments of returning health to meet 
and refute the unfounded allegations contained in that re- 
port. 

I address you because I am your constituent—long and 
well Known to you—and need no further commendation. 
I ask you, therefore, upon the first fitting occasion, when 
this subject may be before the House, to introduce this 


that have been uttered against me. 
Towards the middle of December. not long afler Congress 
had convened, licaring, greatly to my surprise, thrqugh a 


I came to Washington from a sick bed, against the earnest 
protest of my physician, with the view of seeing the mem 
bers of the committee, to ascertain, if possible, what was 
the question, if any, in their minds, in relation to my trans 
actions. [I waited in person upon a majority of the mem- 
bers of the committee, although scarcely able to leave the 
{| hotel; and, while Lobtained no information, yet I inferred, 
from certain circumstances, that they were about to allege 
some discrepancies in relation to my accounts. I knew, 
if the accounts were all before them, that there could be no 
complaint alieged against me, and carnestly requested the 
delay of the report for a single day, stating to them that I 
would dispatch, and subsequently that I had sent a special 
| messenger to New York for Mr. Blatchford, who had in 
| his possession facts and vouchers which would relieve me 
from the slightest suspicion in relation to the transactions 
which have received the animadversion of the committee, 
and which L understood they were about to eriticise. 
Though refusing, by a vote of the majority of those pres- 
ent, to grant iny request on these urgent, specific, and man- 


ifestiy just grounds, and instructing their chairman to make | 


| the report forthwith, it happened by some accident that the 

report was delayed for the length of time I desired, during 
|} which interval Mr. Blatchford arrived in W ashington for 
the express purpose of appearing before the commiitee. I 


| Blatchford’s presence to the committee. 


| I was advised by a physician in Washington, who was it 
|| in constant attendance upon me, and warned by my own 


knowledge uf my cundition, that, if [ would secure or re 


ten casks of London porter, price not stated. Is | 
it to explain away thege articles that the paper is | 


Mr. KELLEY. The letter, Mr. Chairman, will | 


understood clearly that I had the floor, and made | 


A severe and protracted illness, from which I have as yet | 


is known as the ** Van Wyck committee,’”? made to the | 


letter, that it may have the same publicity with the slanders || 


friend, that the report of the committee about to be made | 
contained statements injuriously affecting ny reputation, | 


immediately and personally communicated the fact of Mr. 1} 











gain my health, T must speedily return home. T left Wast- 

ington, not entertaining a doubt that Mr. Blatchford, who 
remained there, would be called upon by the committee to 
turnish the important information U had assured them was in 
his possession, and which would have saved me frou the 
least suspicion of wrong. The public will be surprised, as 
I have been, to learn that Mr. Blatchford was not allowed 


|) to appear before the committee until after the report, with 


i 
| 


| all its reckless errors aad calumnious misstatements, was 
| launched upon the House and the country. T submit to you 
whether there ever was conduct more unjustifiable. 

My illness—a severe attack of gastric fever—proved of 
long continuance, and for a considerable portion of the 
neriod of doubtful result, with utter inability and entire pro- 
| hibition to even think of business of any kind whatever. 
During all this time, unconsciously to myself, the misrep- 
resentations of the committee have been poisoning the 
public mind. I have but quite recently been able to leave 
| my room, and [ have within the last three days, for the first 
time, even seen a copy of the report. It is only since my 
arrival in Washington that [ have learned of the extent of 
its injurious character. You may judge, if you can, how I 
| have been astounded at its contents. 

The extraordinary and unprecedented course of the com- 
mittee seemed to flow from a desire which, wronged as [ 
have been, I will not impute to them, to produce an im- 
mense sensation with partial and unproven facts ; and that 
course has given rise to an impression which the commit 
tee owe it to themselves and the country promptly to dispet, 
that they deliberately and of purpose excluded the testi- 
mony of one of the most prominent citizens of New York, 
lest it should in any way conflict with the supposed devel 
opments with which they appeared to be eager to startle 
Congress and the people. 

For myself, the best reply, and the most comprehensive 
and conclusive defense will be contained in a simple, brief, 
and impartial recital of all the transactions referred to by 
the committee. So rapid has been the current of events and 
80 fleeting is memory, that it is necessary, by way of pre- 
mise, to recall the exact condition of the country at the 
period referred to. Rebellion had not only ingulfed all 
south of the Potomac, but the insurrectionary spirit had 

| spread over Maryland, seized its metropolis, and cut off all 
communication between the capital of the nation and the 
loyal portion of the people. ‘lhe terror and the panic 
throughout the land for the fortnight succeeding the tragedy 
in Baltimore, on the 19th of April, were appalling, and well 
nigh paralyzing to the courage and the energies of all. The 
| national authorities at Washington were astonished and 
perplexed, and searcely knew which way to turn for relief. 
They had found the oflicers of the regulatr.Army and Navy 
deserting them by scores, and enlisting under a traitor en- 
| sign; and they knew not whom to trust, even among those 
| that retained an outward allegiance to the “old flag”— 
many of whom, by subsequent dese rtion, have justified the 
|| suspicions then eutertained of their loyalty. In this peril- 
ous emergency the corporation of the city of New York, 
prompted by the impulses of the popular mind, came for 
ward with an appropriation of $2,000,000 for the nationat 
defense ;and the authorities at Washington—so soon as they 
| could in any way convey a communication to New York 
| —called to their aid persons intimately known to them, in 
whose judgment and integrity they had confidence, and of 
whose patriotic loyalty there was not a tinge of doubt. In 
| pursuance of this design, measures were adopted by the 
|| ‘Treasury and War Departments, (and the Navy also,) as set 
|| fofth in the following communications : 


} 


| Treasury DEPARTMENT, pril 24, 1861. 
| GENTLEMEN: Relying upon your well-known integrity 
and devotion to the best interests of the country, the Prest 
| dent has this day authorized an advance to be made to you 
of $2,000,000 as a fund from whieh legal and proper de 
| mands upon the Treasury may be met without the delay 
consequent upon the present interruption of all regular com- 
munication with this Department. ‘Two drafts for $1,000,000 
each have this day gone forward, which will place such sum 
to your credit with the Assistant Treasurer at New York. 
The purpose of this fund is to meet only such requisitions 
as may be directly consequent upon the military and naval 
measures necessary for the defense and support of the Gov- 
| ernment. You are therefore authorized and requested to 
|| pay such demands upon you, within the above limit, as are 
presented to you by the duly constituted agents of the Gov- 
ernment. 

The Department doubts not your willingness to render 
| every assistance in your power in this unprecedented state 
| of affairs. When possible, it is hoped that you will all unite 
| ineach act hereby authorized. It, however, from any cause, 
| such united action cannot be had, a majority may exercise 
| the full authority given to the whole; and if any extraor 
| dinary emergency shall create a necessity for it, any one 
may do s0. 

Very respectfully, 8S. P. CHASE, 
| Secretary of the Treasury. 
Messrs. Joun A. Dix, Geornce Oppyke, R. M. Buatrcu- 
rorp, New York. 


April 21, 1861. 
Dear Str: You will receive another letter from me with 
; this. 
We shall need supplies to a very large amount sent here 
from New York, since the interruption to purchases in Bal- 
| timore. They will, | think, much of them, have to come 
via Easton, Reading, Harrisburg, and the rest by sea, via 
Annapolis. I have called on Thomas A. Scott to take charge 
| of the railroads, and [ want you to assist the commissaries 
and qu: artermasters in pushing forward their supplies, as 
well as in aiding them in making purchases ator from New 
| York. 
We need men here without delay, and supplies should 
|| accompany them if possible. 
1 SIMON CAMERON. 
A. CUMMINGS. 


DepartTMent or War, -fpri{ 23, 1951. 
In consideration of the extraordinary emergencies whicb 
demand immediate and decisive meneures for the preserva 
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n of the national « apital vu ithe det eo national 
(FOV ment, | herebs ithorize dw ». Morg Gov 
ernor of the State ot Now York. and Alexa r Cummings, 
how in the city «af New Y Oo; anon ary ar 
rangements for the tran portation of troops and munitions 


of war in aid and assistance of the offiecrs of the Army ot 
the United States until communication by mails and tele 
raph is cowpletely reéstablished between 


Vashingtou aud New York. Eitherof them, in case of in 


ability to consult with the other, may exercise the authority 


hereby given. SIMON CAMERON, 
Secretary of War. 


Under the authority thus conferred, purchases of cloth- 


ing, arms, and other supplies were made by me, and ships 


were chartered to carry Lroops, Kc... to the gross amount ol 
$221,754 40, tor which L have tied in the Treasury Depart 
ment voucbers in detail—a (ull statement of all of which 
Was furotstied to the committee in New York, in Septem 
ber fast. Aud [ toid them at the same time that the remain 
der ot the 
for otler purchases sade by my authority, which would 
complete the whole account, The balance in my bands— 
$5,190 62—wae subsequeatly deposited with Mr. Cisco, the 
Aseivtant Treasurer, at Now York, for which 1 have his 
cerlifieate 5 a copy of whieh is filed in the Treasury De 
pariment. The vouchers and certificates together amount 
10 $224,926 01. The vouchers in the hands of Mr. Biateh 
ford, Wiiel: he had with bim when tere in December, and 
ready to exhibit Lo the committee, as | assured them, with 
a balance in bis hands of about eight thousand doilar-— 
since deposited with the United States Treasurer in New 
Y ork—amount stim of 165,071 99—making, alto 
gether, S290 ,000—whiel was the total amount drawn trom 
that portion of the 82,000,000 placed inthe hands of Messrs 
Dix, Biateitord, and Opdyke, subject to the dralt of Gov 
ernor Morgan aud myseill, for the purposes indicated in te 
above ictiers. 

The vouchers in the hands of Mr. Blatchford, which I 
have before stated (ie committee so unreasonably and ruth 
lessly refused even to look at, coutained not Ouly the au- 


Lin Ohhe 


thority of the name of Mr. Blatcitord himself, but most of 


them are tudorsed by the signatures of Moses H. Grinnell, 
Captain Chartes H. Marshall, and Samuel Sloan, all alike 
eminent tor their tntegrity and intelligent devotion to the 
interests of the country, Many of the articles whose pur 
chase is thus indorsed by these vouchers were bougiit under 
the direction of General Wool and General Dix; and nota 
sinall portion were directly purchased by General Wads 
worth in person tor the purpose of treighting the steamer 
Kill-von Kall, woieh he seat forward with these stores for 
the reliel of tae Goverament; all of which the committce 
would have seen it they bad yielded to my importunity and 
called Mr. Blatehtord 5 aud thus the whole question of the 
nghtiiul expenditure of all the money would have been dis 
pored of, 

{Lis thus made evident, by authentic and well-attested 
vouchers, that the money drawn trom the two million fund 
was bonorably expended tor what was thought to be, and 
really was, the necessity of the Government. 

It is made equally evident that the statement of the re 
port—still more plainly and offensively repeated in congres 
sional speeches by members of the committee—that a large 
balnner of 140,000 was retained in my possession, is des 
titute of the slightest semblance or shadow of truth; the 
only ground tor which, at any time, seems to have been a 
singular misapprehension oran ingenious and willtul alter- 
ation of tie language of my note to the committee, and Ap- 
pended to my testimony. The note, as written to the com 
mittee, and whieh is now in their possession, is literally 
and tegibly as follows. Mark the words: 

* There retained—under authority of the Secretary of the 
Trea-ary—by Messrs Dix, Blatehrord, and Opdyke, one 
hundred and forty thousand dollars, besides what [ have 
stated in my testimony, which is accounted tor by the 
vouchers °? : 

The original draft of the note, still in my possession, is as 
follows : 

"There was retained—under authority of the Seeretary 


r ah | 
of the Trea-ury—by Messrs Dix, Blatchford, and Opdyke, 


one huadred and forty thousand dollars, besides what ft have 
stated iu my testimony, whieh is accounted tor by the 
vouchers.”’ . 

In copving it verv hastily forthe committee, I seem to 
have omitted the word “was; but the least intelligent 
reader would in an instant have supplied it, and, indeed, 
without it the meaning ts entirely plain. 

The committee, 40 their report. printed it as follows, and 
founded apon their version an argument that I had posses 
sion of $140,000, Their whole line of argument and inju 
rious deductions is thus based upon an alteration of my lan 
guage : 

*“T lave retained, under authority of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, by Messrs. Dix, Blatchford, and Opdyke, 
$140,000, besides what I have stated in iny testimony, 
which Is accounted for by the vouchers.” 


vouchers were in the bands of Mr. Biatchtord, 


the cities of 


It will thus be seen that, in changing the word “ there” | 


to the words ** f have,’ the report not only reduced the tan 
guage of the note to an absurdity, but, so far as it lett any 
meaning initatall, it changed the dopository of the $140,000 
from Messrs. Dix, Blatchford, and Opdyke (by whom it was 
held by proper authority) to myself; who, according to their 
insinuations, retained it without vouchers ot any character 
whatewer, ' 

iiut aside from, and independently of, this critical expo- 
sition ef the alteration of my language by the anthor of the 
report, from whieh | have been suffering, [ have happily 
at command offieial papers sustaining, in whole and in de- 
tail, my statement on this point—all of which Mr. Biutch- 
tord would huve exhibited to the committee if he had been 
allowed to appear before them. 

The original deposit ef the $2,000,000 in New York, by 
Secretary Chase, (made upon the official requisition of the 
Neeretary of War and Secretary ef the Navy for 31,000,000 
each,) and the authorization, by Seeretary Cameron, to use 
that portion appropriated to the War Department, were pro 
¢. dudes groW ing OuLot the imperions ueceessity of the hour, 
aud justified by this necessity, as atleast partially conceded 
by the committee in their report. When the exigency was 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





| 


removed, by the reéstablishinentofcommunication between 


T the loyal States and the capital, tie deposit of the money 


was Very properly withdrawn by Secretary Chase, as will 
be seen by the tollowing letter: 


Treasury Department. May 6, 1861. 
| Genriemen: Regular communications with New York 
having been established, although not as frequent nor as 
| rapid as heretwiore, thas removing the absolute necessity 
which existed on the 24th of April last for special disburs- 
ing officers in the city of New York, and referring to my 


| 
j 


|| letter of instructions of that date, I request that such suin 


as may be remaining in your bands of the amount of 
| $2,000,000 advanced to you ou that date, to meet legal and 
| proper demands upon the ‘Treasury, may be deposited with 


the Assistant Treasurer at New York to the credit of the | 
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| ‘Treasurer of the United States; and that you will, as early | 


ax practicable, render your account, with the vouchers, to 
this Department, that the same may be promptly settied. 
There is no doubt that your report, Wien received, will 


| be entirely satisfactory, and that your proceedings will be 


found to have been in accordance with the high estimation 


| entertained of you by this Department. 
You will please consider this as a revocation of the au- 


| thority giv 


in my letter of the 24th ultimo, and accept the 
Urinks of this Department for your patriotic services. 
[ am, very respectiully, 8S. P. CHASE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Messrs. Dix, BLatcurorp, and Uppyke, New York. 


‘To which Messrs. Dix, Blatchford, and Opdyke replied, 


| stating that there were outstanding obligations amounting 
|} t0 aboutone bundred and forty thousand dollars, which 


amount they had retained, subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
In rejoinder, these gentlemen received the following tel 


egraphic communication : 


! 
1 
| 


| 
i 


| 


| 


| 


| 





Wasninoron, May 11. 
Your reservation of fund to meet requisition of War De- 
parunent, through Mr. Cummings, approved. 
Ss. P. CHASE, 


Secretary of the Treasury. 


It was to this sum, and to the action in relation to it, that | 


Ll reterred in iy note, so strangely gar! led and misused. 1 
referred to it because it was in addition to what had been 
at first expended, as { discovered on examining my papers, 
having endeavored in vain to induce the committee to allow 
me to furnish them the vouchers and papers, instead of rely 
ing on my recoliection; and | wrote the note that there 
might not be the appearance of an omission. But the note 
stated, in relation to it, that this sum “is accounted for by 
the vouchers,”? which seemed to render it impossible for 


| any misapprehension; and € think now that no fair mind 


could have misapprehended it, and certainly vo honest mind 
would have altered. it. 

All these facts, so perspicuous, so undeniable, and so 
conclusive, as to the rightful retention and appropriation 
of the $140,000—with the knowledge and sanction of the 
authorities of the Government—could have been had by 


|} the committee if they had been willing even to hear the 


testimony of Mr. Blatchtord, who had all the papers ne 


| 


cessary to a full understanding of the case, as previously | 


stated. 





It should be remembered that, during all my interviews | 
with the members of the committee, [had not the remotest | 





idea of what they were about to complain of. [ was never 
once asked to explain asyllable about the $140,000, nor was 
it hinted to me that that was a question in their minds 3 and, 
indeed, | had been assured that they bad no serious com- 
plaint lo make against me. 

The simple statement of these facts convicts the com 
mittee of such gross and reckless injustice, that I do not 
feel called upon to stamp it or characterize it with the de- 
served and appropriate epithets. 

It it be alleged that this alteration of which f complain 
was a mistake, unwittingly and not willfully made ; then, I 
ask, why did not the committee recall me, to ascertain the 
meaning of the note which their alteration had reduced to 


nonsense ; Or, worse still, why did they refuse so pertina- | 


ciously to hear Mr. Blatchford, whose statement | assured 
them would make everything perfectly plain? 

[s it too much to say that, however the alteration may 
have been made originally, the committee, by their subse- 
quent conduct toward me, and by the argument of the re- 
port, made it willfully their own ? 

In further evidence that this authority to act in New York 
was regarded as only temporary, and resulting from a pe 
culiag exigency, the following letter was addressed by See 


retary Cameron to Governor Morgan and myself at the same 


tme with the letter of Secretary Chase, withdrawing the | 
deposit: 
War DerarRTMENT, 
Wasuineton, May 7, 1861. 
GentLtemen: The extraordinary emergency, which de- 
manded immediate and decisive measures for the preserva 
tion of the national capital, and the defense of the national 


re 





Government, rendered it necessary for this Department to 
adopt extraordinary means for that purpose; and having 
full confidence in your intelligence, experience, and integ- 
rity, you were authorized to make all necessary arrange- 
ments for the transportation of troops, &c., in aid and as- 
sistance of the officers of the Army of the United States, 
until the reéstablishment of communication, by maits and 
telegraph, between the cities of New York and Washington. 

Uninterrupted communication between the two cities 
being now again established, and it being desirable that the 
duties heretofore attended to by you should be hereafter 
pertormed by the officers of the Army, to whom they prop- 
erly belong, I beg to tender you the thanks of this Depart. | 
ment for the very prompt and efficient manner in which 
you have discharged the duties assigned you, and to request 
you to cease making purchases, procure transports, or at 
tending to other duties under authority given, whicl could 
be justified only by the emergency, and now happily no 


longer existing 
Respectfully yours, SIMON CAMERON, 
Secretary of War. 
GovernonE. D. Morean, and ALexanper Commines, Exq., 
Yew York City. 








March 6, 

[ have thus, by a plain statement of facts, accompanied 
by official documents from the Treasury and War Depart 
mets, disposed of the principal calumny of the report. In 
looking buck over Ue history of the last few mount . it 
seem: really marvelous that any portion ofthe public could 
have believed so preposterous a story—whitich has been so 
industriously circulated through the agency of this report— 
as that the large sum 0! $140,000 of the public money would 
have been allowed by the vigilant and bonest head of tie 
Treasury Department to reinain ip any hands unaccounted 
for. 

I have this satisfactory reflection: that, notwithstandi; 
the criticisms of the committee about the looseness of these 
transactions, and the accounts pertaining to them, they 
never could have been taken up for settlement without a 
perfect vindication of my character in relation to the whole 
affair. My note, as altered, might have remained uney- 
plained, but nothing else. The facts and figures are jy 
proper order, and wouid speak for themselves in all time, 
with or without my presence, and so I assured my friend. 
to whom I have alluded in the first part of this letter, who 
was alarmed for my sake, by the rumor that seemed to haye 
leaked out of the committee. 

I might close here, but for the labored attempt of the com 
mitiee, while admitting, in language, the integrity of yyy 
purpose, yet attempting by insinuation to fix a stigma upon 
me for some of the minor acts connected with the exeey 
tion of my trust. Of these, the one most harped upon is the 
purchase of linen pantaloons and straw hats for the troops. 
It is not alleged thata high priee was paid for these articles ; 
on the contrary, it is well known thatthey were purchased 
at a very low rate—being about ninety cents a pair for the 
pantaloons, and sixteen cents a piece tor the hats. The most, 
tnerelore, that can be charged in this affair, aud others of 
similar character, is an error of judgment. On that point 
I am net sensitive; but [ may be excused for still believing 
that large bodies of men, suddenly transferred trom the 
northerly climes of Maine and Michigan, where the chill of 
winter was still upon them, to a latitude where the heat was 
ranging from seveuty-five to eighty degrees, would find great 
relief and comfort, and, indeed, an exemption trom the 
danger of sudden overheating and sun-stroke—many cases 
of which actually oceurred—by the seasonable clothing thus 
provided. ‘These men were not soldiers, in the techuical 
sense of that term, long inured to woolen uniforms, but 
they were volunteers from all the walks of life ; aud in New 
York, and in Washington also, at that time, it was thought 
sensible to provide for them such clothing as in similar 
climate they would provide for themselves. They were fully 
the equals of, living in like manner with, the inembers of 
this committee, adapting their clothing to the change of the 
seasons—a fact which seems to have been utterly forgotten 
by the committee. * 

The eagerness with which the articles in question were 
sought by thé troops—who would have been glad to pur 
chase them at the price they were procured by the Goveme 
inent—inay be quoted as some proof of the wisdont of the 
purehase. They were no more outside of the Army regu 
Jaiion than the purchase of winter gloves for the soldiers on 
picket duty. The committee, it is fair to presume, trom 
their action on this question, would let the soldiers’ fingers 
freeze fast to their musket-locks rather than have a sound 
discretion exereised in such an emergency. So much for 
that large point which occupies a considerable portion ot 
the report, and whose vast ‘Importance bas called forth 
speeches in both Houses of Congress. 

With regard to the purchase of ale, about which so much 
is said, the same character of reply, to some extent at least, 
may be made. No one will deny that it might have been 
made useful both in the hospitals and out ot them; and | 
doubt not it was used advantageously. But if it were not, 
it is surely no fault of mine. e 

The accusations of the report do not stop with those mat- 
ters with which | was connected, but there seems to be a 
desire to drag me into others with which FE had no connec 
tion whatever. O/ these, the most unjustifiable is the ip 
sinuation that Lhad some connection with the chartering ot 
the steamer Cataline—an insinuation made indirectiy, but 
significantly, afier | had on oath averred that t had no con 
nection whatever, in any way, direct or indirect, with that 
steamer, nor even Knowledge of its ownership or charter. 
I repeat that averment in the most emphatic and unquali 
fied mauner. This averment is in no way affected by the 
note which the committee publish, showing that I had or 
dered freight on board of the Cataline. She had been char 
tered by Colonel Tompkins, United States Quartermaster 
at New York, as the committee ascertained, and [ told them 
that it was very likely some of the articles I bad purchased 
were forwarded by her, because they were sent by any ves- 
sel that was in the service and ready to go. In the note 
which the committee parade, in connection with this sub 
ject, two other vessels are named as well as the Cataline— 
the Roanoke and Chesapeake—as having freight on board 
from me, and I have not, to this hour, the remotest idea of 
who owned them then or now, nor who chartered them for 
the Government; and I knew no more of the Cataline than 
i knew of them. It was not at all necessary, nor hardly 
even within my province, to inquire who owned or char 
tered them. 

Without going further into detail upon the various mat 
ters embraced in the report of the committee, | content 
myself with the declaration that the money expended by 
myself and those with whom I was associated, wa- dis- 
bursed economically and wisely; and that in the whole 
vast outlay that has attended this war, in no instance has 
the Government more fruly or more fully got its money's 
worth, or the disbursing agents more strictly aud conscien- 
siously discharged their onerous duties. Aud it ix proper 
to add that very little was done toward the safety of the 
Government in its great emergency, except through this 
provision of its officers above alluded to, and the action ot 
the city of New York, through the Un.on Defense Com- 
mittee, 

As an evidence and in illustration of the care used in the 
expenditure of the funds provided for this emergency. I may 
properly cite one instance out of many cases that occu! re “d: 

during the period alluded to, the Government decided, | 
think in Cabinet meeting, to purchase the steamer Aviautic, 
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th n the publie service, under a charter made by regular 
officers of the Army; and f was authorized, and, indeed, 


vinest instructed, by a telegraphic dispaieh, to purchase 
her for the sum Of $350,000—the price nanred in her ehar- 
ter—at which the Government had a right to purchase. I 

seived the dispatch late in the evening of Saturday, the 
4th of May, stating that her charter would expire the next 
day, Which was Sunday. It lad evidently been represented 
to the Government by parties who were in Washington, 
thar it wa-+ important thagthe privilege to purchase pro- 
vided for in the charter shOuld be taken advantage of. After 
obtaining what information [ could, I decided not to make 
the purchase, and so reported to the War Department, in- 
forming the Secretary that the vessel had not long before 
been offered at a much lower price, and probably would be 
acain so offered if not bonght now. IL understand that she 
has subsequently been offered to the Government for about 
two lundred aud fifty thousand dollars, making an actual 
caving, Hit is still thought wise to purchase her, of a sum 
equal to one fourth of all the money I expended during the 
dark and perilous period that followed the memorable 19th 
ol April. 

[liavenowdone. I havespoken inself-defense. Ihave 
spoken plainly, as is my right, and the right of every man 
nujustly assailed. 1 have not harshly characterized the 
report, but L have shown, by official and irrefragable proof, 
the groundiessness of its charges and insinuations as affeet- 
jog the transactions with which I was counected. I do 
not doubt, indeed [T have the atmost confidence in, the per- 
sonal honesty and candor of certain members of the com 
mittee; aad I feel assured that, upon a review of all the 
facts in the case, they will be alike anxious to vindicate me 
from the aspersions which they have unwittingly assisted 
in heaping upon me, and to relieve themselves of the in- 
justice which, perhaps through misapprehension and haste, 
they have, in the face of the country, committed against a 
citizen of whom they can justly allege no wrong. I have 
given a complete and impartial, though necessarily brief, 
statement of this whole transaction, in reply to the report 
of the committee, by which I have been made to suffer so 
unjustly. I have made it without resentfal impulses, tor 
which, if I had been disposed 40 indulge them, there is 
ample scope. But I prefer to make no retorts, and have 
only to say, in conelusion, fiat justitia. 

] am, as ever, yours truly, . 

ALEXANDER CUMMINGS. 
Wasnineton, February 25, 1862. 
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Mr. KELLEY. I have now only to thank my | 
colleague for his courtesy, and the committee for | 


its attention. 

Mr. BIDDLE. Mr. Chairman, I thank you 
for giving me the floor. I would not willingly let 
pass the sentiments which have just been uttered 
by my colleague [Mr. Morris Davis] without 


so that to be a ** white’? man is one of the neces- 
sary constitutional qualifications of the elector. 
On our stutute-book, at this very day, is our 
State fugitive slave law, far older than the acts of 
Congress on that subject; nay, older even than 


the clause in the Constitution of the United States || 


providing for the return of fugitives, 


You perceive, sir, that Pennsylvania could have | 


little excuse for joining in the insurrections against 
the fugitive slave law, or against the judgment of 


the Supreme Court of the United States denying | 


citizenship to the negro, since we have ourselves 
furnished the precedents for both the statute and 
the decision. 

In our just indignation against the present vast 
rebellion, let us not entirely forget that in too many 
of the northern States a chronic rebellion against 
distasteful constitutional obligations has existed 
for many years. 

In Pennsylvania, our distinctive school of abo- 
lition has been marked by the mild benevolence of 
our venerable Society of Friends, whose Christian 


charity embraced both the master and the slave; | 


let it not for one moment be confounded with the 


cut-throat philanthropy, whose emblems are the | 


torch and the pike, which has canonized John 
Brown as a saint of the church in which the negro 
is worshipped. You will rarely find in full mem- 
bership in it a man born and bred upon the soil 
of Pennsylvania. 

From that church [aman opendissenter; I differ 
wholly from those who look upon the present as 
a ** golden hour;’’ who regard it with exultation 
as the dawn of a black millennium. 
hopes and schemes inspire disgust and horror. 


| 
j 
| 


An eminent member of the dominant party | 
has promulgated his scheme for carrying on this | 


war. He has promulgated it in many essays and 
speeches, to one of which parliamentary usage 
permits me to refer, since it was not made in his 


|| place in the Senate. He would not, it seems, trust 


opposing to them sentiments which are, I believe, | 
more characterisuc of the conservative people | 
whom he and I have the honor, in part, to rep- | 


resent upon this floor. 


As a citizen of the border State of Pennsylva- | 


nia, the views in which I have been bred in rela- | 
tion to the institution of slavery have been tem- | 


perate, and, I hope, just. It has not been to me an 
. . ’ . . 

exciting subject, as itis to many with whom | am 

associated in this House; for to some gentlemen, 


very calm in their jadgment on all other matters, | 


the mere word *‘ slavery’? seems to have much 
the same effect that a red rag has on a bull. 

I have never been blind to the disadvantages 
and evils of slavery; | have not been indifferent 
to their alleviation by practical, constitutional 
means; yet I have ever regarded the intemperate 
and aggressive policy of the political anti-slavery 
party to be as sterile of benefit to the negro as it 
has been disastrous to the peace, the prosperity, 
and unity of our country. 

This war has brought us, at last, to see that 
there is a broader question than the “slavery ques- 
tion,’ though it is commonly preferred to narrow 
the discussion down to that. But, now the matter 
is brought home to us, we find that there is a 
** negro question,’’ vast and complex and embar- 
rassing, even if slavery were blotted out of ex- 
istence. 

From the earliest times, Pennsylvania has had 
her mode of treating these questions. Originally 
a slaveholding State, she adopted, in 1730, the 
policy of gradual emancipation, extending it, how- 
ever, only to the future-born children of the slaves 
then living; these children were to receive their 
freedom at the age of twenty-eight years. 

This great measure was the product of univer- 


sal public sentiment, and was perfectly consistent | 


with the general interest; to effect it, no pressure, 
no compulsion from without was directed against 
our people. Had there been, from what I know 
of their temper, I should judge that slavery would 
have eisisted among us to this day. As it was, the 
last slaves died out within the recollection of the 
youngest man upon this floor. 

By our common law, however, the negro had 
never been acitizen; so our highest court decided; 
and when the point was controverted, the people 
settled it definitely by amending the constitution, 


| 
| 





to the valor of our armies and the skill of our gen- 
erals. 


be—the negro. 

Southern men, it is said, fight and let the negro 
till the ground; we are to reverse this order, The 
negroes are to do our fighting for us; a million of 
them are to constitute our army! In this pam- 
apr of Mr.Sumner the black muster-roll is given. 


tion at Worcester: 

«Careful calculations demonstrate that of this number 
there are upwards of one million of an age for military ser 
vice; that in Virginia alone there are 121,564 male slaves 
of an age for military service.”’ 


and Kentucky wish to know the number of these 


| here In conclusion, Mr. Sumner asks this ques- 
| tion: 

| Can we afford to reject this natural alliance, inspired by 
| a common interest and consecrated by humanity ?”? 


A noble lord once urged in the British Parlia- 
| ment the employment of the Indians against the 
| British colonists in America. He said, this noble 
| lord, that **it was perfectly justifiable to use all 
| the means which God and nature had pat into our 
| hands.’? Then, sir, the great Chatham rose and 
| blasted him with an eloquence that has become 
| immortal: 


| what ideas of God and nature that noble lord may enter- 
tain; but I know thatsuch detestable principles are equally 
| abhorrent to religion and humanity. Such notions shock 
| every precept of morality, every feeling of humanity, every 
| sentiment of honor. 
| These abominable principles, and this more abomina- 
| ble avowal of them, demand the most decisive indignation. 
| Teall upon that reverend and this most learned bench to 
| vindicate the religion of their God, to support the justice of 
| their countr9.”? - - 1“ ™ * Linvoke the 
| genius of the constitution. 
| &Tosend forth the merciless cannibal, thirsting for blood, 
against whom? Your Protestant brethren! To lay waste 
|| their country, to desolate their dwellings, and extirpate 
| hell-hounds of war. I solemnly eall upon your lordships, 
and upon every order of men in the State, to stamp upon 
this infamous procedure the indelible stigma of the public 
| abhorrence.”’ 





Sir, you will remember, too, that it is the stand- 


ish subjects. Yet we are to call in the negro! 
|| Mr. Sumwer asks us, ‘*can we afford to reject 


|| this natural alliance?’? Why, if,imdeed, with our 
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l tw nty millions we cannot cope with six; if it is 

we who are in danger of extermination, then, per- 

haps, we cannot afford to reject the alliance with 

| the negro. A French marshal once smothered his 

enemies—men, women, and children—in a cave; 

and when he was arraigned before the public opin- 
ion of the world, he pleaded ** necessity.”’ 

Now, sir, no mab can set limits to necessity, 


|| and no human intelligence can foresee all the ex- 


igencies of war; and I, for one, have been unwill- 
ing to give my adhesion in advance to any set 
| formula for their determination, But, in the pres- 
ent aspect of this war, my trust is not in the help 
of the negro. Nay, sir; as one who has at heart 
the successful pfosecution of this war, I would 
not venture to array against the Government in 
which I have a part, the sympathy of race. It is 
the great tie by which God knits into families 
those several portions into which it has pleased 
Him to divide mankind. 

Do you remember when the East Indian rose 
upon his English ruler? Do you remember how 





In me their | 


We are, like the ancient Britons, to call | 
in an ally to fight our battles for us; our ally is to | 


Le says in his speech to the Republican conven- | 


If the distinguished gentlemen from Missouri | 


| black champions of the civil liberties of white men | 
| in their respective States, they will find it set down 


‘That God and nature put into our hands! T know not | 


| their race and name by the aid and instrumentality of these 


ing reproach of American history against George | 
If that he called in the Hessian against his Brit- 


it froze our blood to read of men who clasped their 
wives and daughters to their hearts for the last 
time, and then slew them to save them from the 
black demons, athirst with lust and rage, who 
swarmed around them? Do you remember how 
the American minister, an honored Pennsylva- 
nian, stood up then in London and said to the 
British nation ,** Men of kindred breeds, our hearts 
are with you in this struggle ?”’ 

Never did minister better represent his people. 
Our wrongs from England Were forgotten then. 
Yes, we forgot that it was England that warmed 
in her bosom the viper of abolition ull its fangs 
were grown. Now that they are fastened upon 
the vitals of our unhappy country she rejects the 
reptile that she fostered. 

Sir, I know not what notion that man has of 
the military character who thinks that the slave 
of yesterday may be the soldier of to-day. Of the 
slave you cannot make a soldier; you may make 
anassassin. Butthe shrieks of white households 
murdered, and worse than murdered, by the ne- 
gro would appall the hearts and palsy the arms of 
more of the supporters of this war than_all the 
race of Ham could take the place of. fo Mr. 
Sumner’s question, then, I answer, we can afford 
to reject this black alliance. It offers to northern 
white men a fellowship that most of them abhor; 
it proffers to the southern white man no terms 
that he prefers to extermination—it proffers negro 
equality or negro domination; it drives the Union 
men of the South into the ranks of the enemy; 
it opens to us a dreary prospect of a protracted,- 
devastating, ruinous guerrilla warfare; it shocks 
the sentiment of the white race throughout the 
world. 

In the present aspect of the war, then, my trust 
is notin the negro. I trust in the mercy of Al- 
|| mighty God to bring this distracted nation back 
| to peace and union; and, under his divine Provi- 

dence, [ trust to our soldiers’ valor and their lead- 
ers’ skill; to firmand moderate counsels in the Ad- 
ministration of this Government: the allies whom 
1 would welcome are the Union men of the South. 
We all know how long and gallantly the Union 
men of North Carolina and Alabama and Tennes- 
| see strove till they were suppressed and over- 
whelmed. It is well known how the Union sen- 
timent retarded the progress of secession in all the 
|| southern States, It ** is not dead, but sleepeth,”’ 
that Union sentiment which men of the South 
have cherished, under perils that we have not been 
called on to encounter, Every dispatch that comes 
to us from Kentucky and ‘Tennessee tells us of 
| men rallying to the old flag. I would have the 
| old banner presented to their expectant eyes, not 

as the emblem of military despotism, but as the 
| free flag of constitutional government. I would 
see our armies, strengthened and restrained by 
discipline, moving south ward with resistless force; 
carrying everywhere peace to the peaceful; the 
Constitution and the laws to the law-abiding; 
defeat and rout to southern armies, which could 
| never be rallied norrecruited where the people have 
| their rights. War so conducted will knit our con- 
quests to us, will double our strength, and sap the 
enemy’s. 

To those victories let us contribute our part. 
Let us not, by revolutionary measures, extin- 

uish the rising hopes of those who love the 
nion. Let us not fosterand stimulate and pander 
to public impatience. It was discussed here on 
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this floor lately what was meant by the great cap- | 


tatiofihe age when he said he was forced to give | 
battle promaturely at Ball Run. Sir, I understood | 
ways that he meant that popular impatience of | 
delay precipiiated his movements, Perhaps he | 
remeonbered how atthe beginning of the war with 

Mexico a congressional totcigue had nearly ele- 

vated over hin au incompetent politician—he felt | 


that he must move, or perhaps again experience 
**a fire in his rear’’ from political batteries. Let 
us not repeat our errors, lest we expiate them by 
defeat or indecisive victory. Give time to our 
white Army, and you will not need a black one. 

I know that here I ran counter to sentiments 
that are often expressed upon this floor. The 
geutleman from Kansas, for instance, in his elo- 
quent speech, which we all remember, charged it 
upon the President, as a grievous error, that he 
wished * to bring back the seceded States on the 
old basis;’? and the gentleman deemed it the height 
of satire and ridicule to describe ** McClellan and 
Banks aud Dix and Halleck, and the like, armed 
to the teeth and ready for the fray, with sword in 
one hand and the Constitution in the other, pre- 
parcd to administer death or the oath of allegiance, 
rccording to the stubbornness or docility of the 
subjeet.”’ Sir, if what is thas ridiculed is indeed | 
the policy of the President, | will give all a man 
can give to further and support it. 

Prefer to the speech of the gentleman from 
K ses, because 118 the frankest and clearest ex- | 
position that | have heard here of the doctrine of | 
the party of which he isa distinguished leader. 1 | 
would soy that the doctrine of that party might 
be summed up in four words: ‘* Throw the Con- 
stitution overbourd.’? The gentleman from Kan- 
eas sald explicitly, ‘the wish of the masses of 
our yj ope is to Conquer the seceded States to the 
authority of the Union, and hold them as subject 
provinees.’? He combats, as a fallacy, the idea | 
that constitutional obligations reston our Govern- 





ment in its prosecution of the war. He says, || 


* this principle must be repudiated, or it is obvi- | 
ous that we are tied hand and foot.”’ 

Sir, the rise of the Democratic party in thiscoun- | 
try Wys the people’s protest against the concentra- | 
tion a power in the Federal Government. Now, | 
let some party rise; call itthe Democratic party— | 
eall it, if you will, ‘the white man’s party ’’— | 
which shall pretest against these schemes for | 
black armies and States held as subject provinces. | 

‘Truly did Jefferson record the parentage of abo- | 
lition at its rise, asa political proscription. He | 
suid, in a letter to La Fayette: | 

* On the eclipse of Federalism with us, although not its 
extivetion, its leaders got up the Missouri question, under 
the fal-e¢ trout of lessening the measure of slavery, but with | 
the roal view of producing a geographical division of parties | 
which might inure them the next President. The people | 
ot the North went blindfotded into the snare, followed their | 
leaders fora while wrth a zeal truly moral and laudable, | 
noul they became sensible that they were injuring instead | 
of aiding the real interests of the slives, that they had been | 
used mercly as tools for clectioneering purposes.”’ 

Such were the words of Jefferson, himself op- 
pos d to slavery, but more opposed to the attempt 
to abolish it in Missouri, through the agency of 
the Federal Government: 

* This momentous question, like a fire bell in the night, 


awakened and s me with terror, Lt considered it, at 
oner, as the knell the Union.” * ° . * “Of 


ove thing Lam certain, tit as the passage of slavery from 
one State to another would not make a slave of a single 
boman being who would not be so without it, so their diftu- 
sion over a larger suriace would make them individually 
happicr, and proportionally facilitate the accomplishment 
m their enmuecipation by dividing the burden on a greater 
number of coudjutors,’”? 

Let me recall, too, that at that day a Repre- 
sentative of my own State, Henry Baldwin, of | 
Putsburgh, afterwards a judge of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and one of the ablest, 
foresaw, with a prescience that rivaled Jefferson’s, 
the dire evils that were to arise from a geograph- | 
ical division of parties. In 1819 and 1820, on the | 
floor of this House, Baldwin advocated, with all 
the vigor of his robust intellect, the immediate 
and unconditional admission of Missouri. Sir,I | 








voted ihe other day against the bill prohibiting 
the return of fugitives by the military authorities. 
That bill was carried through this House under | 
the whip and spur of “the previous question,” | 
after a single speech in its favor from the gentie- | 
man from Ohio, to which no man was allowed to || 


any chance for contradiction, that the military 
were usurping the functions of our civil 


uttora word in reply. He represented, without ! 
i 
" 











alleged fugitives from slavery.’’ 


The simple fact, as | understand it, is this: that | 


in localities where the civil power is extinct, and 
all its functions are exercised by the commanding 
general in the performance of his duty and his 
pledge to protect all constitutional a he has 
protected rights to slave property. e, by our 
recent legislation, have invidiously discriminated 
those rights as the only ones which he shall not 
protect, and that at a moment when our armies 
are occupying regions where those rights of prop- 
erty are more valuable than any other. Ourarmy 
occupies a country, say in Tennessee; the Union 
men welcome it; their slaves quit work to hang 
round the camp; the owners appeal to the TT 
authority existing for a remedy. The general, 
who decides everything elsc, must say, ‘* Friends, 
I promised to maintain all your constitutional 
rights, but here lam powerless. Godown to where 
there was once a court, and if the judge, who is 
now a secession colonel, does not hang you asa 
Union man, he will give you a warrant, perhaps. 
If not, all your slaves must, ‘practically, be free; 
civil society must fall into chaos. So Congress 
has enacted,” 

Sir, | did not choose to vote for that enactment. 
Whenever, in the anomalous condition of things 
incident to this war, it rests wholly upon a mill- 
tary officer to sustain civil society and maintain 
the laws, I will not vote to restrict him in his 
duty. 1 believe that in the progress of this war 


judges and marshals, and were “‘ running down 
and hunting down men, women, and children, as | 


we shall constantly see, as we have seen, the civil | 


power entirely superseded by the military. By 
the rules of civilized warfare the wees owes 
protection to peaceful men in their rights of prop- 


erty; I would not impose a penalty on our officers || 


for performing this duty. Law and sound policy, 


it. f course | do not mean to countenance the 
notion that slaves or any other property should 
be returned to men in arms against the Govern- 


ment. But, sir, 1 do not wish to see every column | 
of our army carrying in its train a vast swarm of | 


ungovernable negroes; a terror to every one but 
the foe in arms. Useless in battle, they will de- 
vastate the land and stain the page of our history 
with horrors that modern civilization forbids, even 
in war. How this is to be prevented I know not, 
if our officers may not send them back to their 
labor; nay, as some here have strenuously con- 
tended, may not even exclude them from the 
camp. 

For these sentiments, I doubt not, I shall be 
styled **an advocate of slavery.’’ Neither that 
nor any other imputation shall ever deter me from 
voting and speaking according to my convictions. 

I desire to see a speedy and glorious termina- 
tion to this war; and | would not ignore the les- 
sons of history, which teach that such a termina- 
tion was never reached through sweeping confis- 
cations and proscriptions and savage crueNies. 
You may make a desert and call it peace; or you 
may summon clemency to the aid of valor, and 
make your earliest victories decisive. | am a 
northern man with northern principles. In this 
conflict my pride and interests are all enlisted on 
the northern side, which is my side. 

It isin the interest of the North that I have ever 
been opposed alike to northern disunionists and 
southern disunionists. 

I would leave to my children the Union that 
our fathers left to us. Born and bred on the soil 
of the State, whose proudest title is to be ‘* the 
Keystone of the Federal arch,’’ | do not wish to 
see a new St. Domingo on her southern border. 

These are my sentiments as a Pennsylvanian 
and a white man. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, obtained the floor, 
but yielded to 

Mr. BUFFINTON, who moved that the com- 
mittee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Thecommittee accordingly rose; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, Mr. Hurcuins reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had had under consideration the Union 
geome? and pafticularly a bill to regulate the 


ranking privilege, and had come to no conclu- 
sion thereon. 


PRESIDENT’S SPECIAL MESSAGE. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I move that ten 


in "* judgment, dictate that they should perform | 


March 7, 


thousand extra copics of the President’s special 
message be printed for thre use of the House. 

The motion was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 


STEVENS’S BATTERY. 


| _ Mr. NEXON presented the memorial of E, A 
|| Stevens, in reference togthe Stevens battery; 
|| which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
|| Affairs. 

COPYRIGHT. 

Mr. NOBLE, by unanimous consent, intro. 
duced a bill to amend the act respecting copyright 
| approved February 3, 1831; which was read a first 
| and second time, and referred to the Committee 





on the Judiciary. 
And then, on motion of Mr. HARDING, (at 
five o’clock, p. m.,) the House adjourned. 





- IN SENATE. 
Fripay, March 7, 1862. 


’ Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Sunper.ayp. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sep- 


ate a message from the President of the United 
States recommending the adoption of a joint res- 
olution expressing the purpose of the United 
States to codperate with any State which may 
adopt gradual abolishment of slavery, giving to 
such State pecuniaryid, to be used by such State 
in its discretion to compensate for the inconven- 
iepces, public and private, produced by the change 
of system; which, on motion of Mr. Winsoy, of 
Massachusetts, was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


|. The VICE PRESIDENT signed the enrolled 
joint resolution (S. No. 45) for the relief of Wii- 





the signature of the Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. SUMNER. I offer a memorial from mer- 


| chants and others having business with the west 
| coast of South America. It is signed by a large 
| number of the most eminent merchants of New 
York. It is similar in its character to memorials 
which I have already presented from merchants 
| of Baltimore and merchants of Boston, and it con- 
| cludes with the prayer that ** Congress will take 
| such immediate action in the premises as in their 


} liam H. Nobles, which had heretofore received 
i} 

! 

| 





judgment they may deem expedient to authorize 
the proper authorities to provide a conveyance of 
the mails to and from Panama and New York.” 
As that subject is now before the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, I move the refer- 
ence of the memorial to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Ohio, praying for the total abolition of sla- 
very throughout the country; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. HOWE presented the petition of Ira E. 
Leonard and other citizens of Wisconsin, pray- 
ing for the passage of a general bankrupt law; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I offer the memorial of offi- 
cers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, of 
the United States marine battalion which was on 

board the steamer Governor, in Commodore Du- 
pont’s expedition, which vessel was lost; the offi- 
cers and privates lost all of their personal effects. 
They ask for compensation for the loss which 
they have sustained; and the case is the more mer- 
itorious as the vessel was notoriously unsea- 


who were compelled to embark on board of her, 
and who protested against it at the time. 1 move 
that the memorial be referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PROPOSED EXPULSION OF MR. POWELL. 


Mr. DAVIS. Before the Senate proceeds with 
other business, I desire to ask a question, by the 
courtesy of the Senate, of the chairman of the Ju- 
diciary Committee. Mr. President, at the last ses- 
sion of the Kentucky Legislature that body passed 

‘a resolution instructing my predecessor and my 


worthy, known to be so by many of the officers 
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colleague to resign their seats, because as the Le- 
gislature believed they were not loyally, and ac- 
cording to the principles and opinions of the State, 
representing the State. On the 20th of February, 
one of the Senators from Minnesota {[Mr. Wiretn- 
son] introduced a resolution for the expulsion of 
my colleague. Fifteen days have elapsed, and 
there has been no report. The Legislature of Ken- 
tucky are now in session, and they want to know 
what will be the action of the Senate upon the 
resolution to expel ~~ colleague. One House of 
the Legislature, after the resignation of Mr. Breck- 
inridge, and after my colleague declined to resign, 
assed a resolution requesting the Senate to ex- 
amine into his loyalty, and if found disloyal, to 
remove him by expulsion. The other branch of 
the Legislature deemed it indelicate to press the 
Senate upon that point, and refused to act upon 
it. ‘Chat body is now in session, and it wishes 
to adjourn in the course of a week or a short time. 
I have received many letters from the prominent 
Union members of that body inquiring of me what 
will be the action of the Senate upon the subject, 
for this reason: if my colleague 1s to be retained 
in his seat, they want to know it, that they may 
acquiesce; if my colleague is to be removed as a 
member from this body, they want to Know it, 
that they may send his successor here, who will 
truly represent the opinions and the loyalty of 
that State in this body, by their own election. 
They are unwilling to take a recess, and then to 
ermita disloyal and a traitorous Governor to se- 
beet a Senator who shall represent the State of 
Kentucky in the room of my colleague, if he be 
expelled from the body. 

‘These are the reasons which they have as- 
signed forasking my attention to this subject, and 
requesting me to ascertain at some convenientand 
reasonable time, what disposition the Senate in- 
tends to make of the subject. I call it up in this 
manner this morning, to know of the chairman 
of the Committee on the Judiciary when it is 
probable that the subject will be reported by that 
committee, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 did not hear the Sena- 
tor’s proposition, and do not know exactly what 
is pending; but L will answer the question which 
L understood him to ask at the conclusion of his 
remarks. The Committee on the Judiciary have 
had under consideration the case of the Senator’s 
colleague, and have made some examination in 
reference to it; but our pressing engagements have 
been such that we have not been able to report 
upon it up to this time. I can say to the Senator 
from Kentucky that his colleague is anxious that 
it should be pressed to an early decision, and the 
committee have given the case all the attention 
they could, consistent with other pressing en- 
gugements, and it will be reported to the Senate 
al the very earliest moment that the committee can 
dispose of it consistent with other pressing en- 
gage that are upon them. 

Mr. DAVIS. That answers my purpose. I 
merely wanted to bring the attention of the chair- 
man of the committee to the subject. 

Mr. POWELL. I have been a little astonished 
at the zeal of my colleague in this matter. I do 
not intend now to enter into any discussion; and 
I had not proposed, until the committee reported, 
and every Remuias in this Chamber who desired to 
do so had given his views on the subject, to open 
my mouth in regard to it; but I will say to my col- 
league, to the Senate, and to the country, that lam 
anxious thisinvestigation should goon. Asthe 
honorable chairman of the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary has said, | have pressed the committee as far 
as | could with delicacy toactupon it. The com- 
mittee, | will do them the justice to say, have 
given every indication that they wish to dispatch 
it, and have given it as much attention, I think, 
as the pressing business before them would per- 
mit. 

] R. colleague has chosen to speak of the acts of 
the Kentucky Legislature. I think he is mistaken 
upon one matter of fact. He says after my col- 
league, the predecessor of the gentleman, (Mr. 
Breckinridge,) and ntyself had been asked to re- 
sign, and I had refused to do so, one branch of 
the Kentucky Legislature passed a resolution ask- 
ing the Senate to inquire into my case. I think 
my colleague is utterly mistaken in that. I do 
not think either branch of the Legislature has 
taken action upon the subject since that resolution 
of instruction was passed. I know that at a pre- 














| was acted upon within my knowledge. My col- 
| league, I suppose, falls into the mistake from the 

fact that when the original resolution was pre- 
sented, asking my then coileague and myself to 
resign, it was accompanied by a resolution that, 
unless we complied, the Senate should investigate 
our conduct. The resolutioy in that form passed 
the Senate; it was sent to the House; but the 
House refused to concur in it in that form, and 
simply passed a resolution requesting us to resign, 


and in that form it was concurred in by the Sen- || 


ate. That is the fact, as | understand. As to 
any such action since that resolution was passed 
as that indicated by my colleague, I can only say 
| have not heard of it, and I have been a pretty 
close and attentive observer of the action and 
doings of the Legislature. 


While I am up, | will simply say to the Sen- |; 


ate, that so far as the action of the Kentucky Le- 
gislature and myself are concerned, it is a matter 
between me and my constituents, At a proper 
time, when I shall be heard, | will make it appar- 
ent to this body and to the world that my action 
during the last session of Congress was perfectly 
in accordance with the resolves of the Kentucky 
Legislature then upon the statute-book, was per- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ie . 
vious session, one member of the lower House | 
| introduced a resolution of that kind; but it never | 


| 








CULTIVATION OF COTTON LANDS. 


Mr. FOSTER. I present the petition of Messrs. 
C. H. Marshall, P. Perit, William F. Have- 





‘meyer, A. A. Low, Morris Ketchum, Shepherd 


fectly in accordance with the views of the people 


of Kentucky, as expressed in the resolutions of 
all the political organizations of that State, and 
that the Legislature have asked me to resign for 
doing what they said ought to be done, to wit, 
endeavoring to maintain the strict neutrality of 
Kentucky. 

I will say furthermore that a friend of mine, 


lature, proposed as an amendment to the resolu- 
tions, to submit the question to the people of 
Kentucky as to whether the Senators from that 


State should resign or not, and the Legislature | 


declined todo it. I told the gentleman before he 
offered that amendment, that if that test were 
agreed to, | would abide it, and he might so state 
Whether he made the 
He offered the 


in his place to the House. 
statement or not, I do not know. 
resolution. 

I say now, that, whether I retain this seat or 
not, whenever I can have a proper hearing before 
the people of Kentucky, I am willing to submit 


| when those resolutions were pending in the Legis- 
| 
} 
| 


} 

| truly represent them, I shall resign my seat; but 
| there isa difference between the Kentucky Legis- 
| lature and myself. [ think that I fairly and fully 


the votes of which complaint is made. I was then 
willing, and I ara now willing, to leave that mat- 


| which, I suppose, this Senate has nothing to do. 
I hope the Judiciary Committee may, as promptly 
as they can consistently with the public interests, 
make a report upon my case,and then J hope the 
| Senate will take it up and continue with it till it is 
| disposed of. That is my wish. 
to delay it a single moment. 
while lam up, that I do not propose to make any 
| remarks, after the case is fm until every 


I have no wish 


to make a statement in my vindication. I shall 
wait patiently and silently to hear whatevery Sen- 
ator go and then, according to my own judg- 
ment, | shall make a brief statement. That is all 
I ask. I shall not delay action in any form or in 
any manner. 

Mr. DAVIS. In relation to the action which 
I stated one of the Houses of the Legislature of 
Kentucky had taken upon the subject of my col- 
league’s resignation, he may be right in point of 
fact; but if he is, lam misinformed. embers 





| told me that that body passed such a resolution; 
, and I have no doubt that they did pass such a 
| resolution. I do not propose at this time to enter 

with my colleague into the investigation of. the 
| question whether he has represented the people 


upon thatinquiry when the resolution of the Com- 
| mittee on the Judiciary, whatever it may be, shall 
| have been reported. When the report shall be 
| made, I shall be ready to enter upon that inves- 
| tigation. 


| ter to the people of Kentucky. [tis a matter with | 


I will say further, | 


| 
| of Kentucky or not. It will be sufficient to enter | 


my action to them; and if they decree, upon full | 
investigation of my conduct here, that 1 do not || 


represented the will of the people of my State, as || at less than $1,000,000, while it may not improbably amount 


expressed in every form, at the time when I cast | 


Senator who desires to be heard shall have spoken, | 
| and then I shall ask the permission of the Senate | 


of the Senate of the Legislature of Kentucky have || 


Knapp, and divers other eminent citizens of the 
city of New York, calling the attention of Con- 
gress to the condition of the cotton lands on the 
coast of South Carolina and Georgia, now in our 
possession, and to the condition of the blacks upon 
the plantations there, and asking legislation. As 
a better argument than any I could make myself 


for taking up the bill (S. No. 201) which is before 
the Senate on this subject, | beg to ask that the 


petition may be read; it will occupy not more 

than two or three minutes, 

The Secretary read the petition, as follows: 

To the Honorable the Senate and the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States in Congress assembled ; 

The undersigned, citizens of New York, respectfully rep- 
resent to your honorable body, that they view with deep 
concern certain facts set forth in a recent report to the See- 
| retary of the Treasury, as the results of an official inquiry 
concerning the condition of property held by the military 
and naval forces of the United States on the coast of South 
Carolina, and from which it appears— 

1. That, notwithstanding the destruction of a large qnan- 
tity of cotton by the rebels, and notwithstanding the irreg 
ular, imperfect, and necessarily improvident manner in 
which the remainder has been secured, it is estimated that 
a very large sum of money will be received into the Treas 
ury of the United States, as the proceeds of sale of the cot 
ton already gathered from the plantations now within the 
military lines. 

2. That the slaves by whose labor this cotton was pro 
duced still remain, with immaterial exceptions, upon their 
respective plantations. 
| 3. That while large quantities of corn, also the product 

of the labor of these slaves, have been taken from the plan- 
| tations for the use of the Army, the supply of food for the 

slaves themselves is already, in many cases, stinted and 
precarious, and is likely to become more so. 
| 4. That the supply of clothing which has customarily 
been procured for the slaves by their owners, and paid tor 
| outof the proceeds of the cotton crop, is tothe presenttime 
withheld from them. 

5. That the chief military authority and representative 
of the Government at Port Royal has solicited charity to 
provide for the wants thus originating. 

6. That there appears to be no reason to doubt that the 
labor of these destitute persons would, under proper direc- 
tion, again produce crops of cotton and corn, the proceeds 
of which would tar more than suffice to reimburse the Gov 
ernment for the necessary expense of providing in a Jiberal 
manner for all their immediate wants. 

7. That the season during which the ground should be 
prepared for the planting of cotton is already nearly passed. 

8. That litte or no work has as yet been done in prepara 
tion fer such a crop, but that a large part of the laboring 
population is living in idleness. 

9. That this idleness is vot attributable to any indisposi- 
tion to work on the part of these people, nor to any diffi- 
culty growing out of the military occupation, which itis not 
practicable to remove at insignificant cost. 

10. That the direct loss by delaving for a few weeks the 
removal of these difficulties cannot reasonably be estimated 


| toa much largersum. In view of these several facts, the 
undersigned respectfully submit to your honorable body 
that the occasion for the passage of an act of Congress, di- 
recting and providing ways and means for the efficient em- 
ployment of this laboring population, is one of extreme 
urgency, and is recommended alike by considerations of 
economy, humanity, justice, and the national honor. 

The undersigned are not unaware that since the date of 
the report in question measures have been taken to give 
agricultural occupation to some of the negroes for whom 
their charity is solicited by the Government; but while they 
regard this as an acknowledgment of the propriety and ne- 
cessity of action ov the part of the Government to remove 
the discouragements to labor which at present exist, they 
consider that the measures referred to are wholly inade- 
quate to the emergency, and that the result, without the 
passage of such an act of Congress as has been suggested, 
will be a disastrous failure to meet the obligation assumed. 

For the immediate passage of such an act, therefore, the 
undersigned most respectfully make this their petition. 

New York, 1862. 


Mr. WADE. I move to postpone all other 
orders and take up Senate bill No. 201, on that 
very subject. 

Mr. GRIMES. I hope we shall go through 
with the business of the morning hour. I have 
| been trying to get in a resolution for the last two 
| or three days, which I should like to offer. 

Mr. WADE. | hope we shall take up this bill, 
| if it is the intention that we shall ever do anything 
on the subject. It is evident from the paper just 
read, that if any legislation is to be had upon the 
subject, we are already sufficiently late, and shall 
be fatally so unless we take it up now. Ifitis the 
sense of the Senate that they will not act on this 
subject, I shall never press it any further; but if 
it is intended to act on it, now is the time. 

Mr. GRIMES. I do not think that fifteen min- 
| utes will make a great deal of difference. 

Mr. WADE. Fifteen minutes may postpone 
| it indefinitely. That is the difficulty. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator froin 
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Ohio moves to postpone all prior orders for the || Mr. SHERMAN. If that is the case, I have | 
purpe of taking up the bill licated in his mo- |} no objection to it. 
tion. 1] Mr. FOSTER. It is as closely guarded as it 


Mr. SHERMAN and other 


What bill is it? |) can be even by the Senator from Ohio, who is 


The VICE PRESIDENT. A bill (S. No. 201) || certainly anxious in regard to the Treasury. 


to provide forthe occupation and cultivation of 


the cotton and other lands in the possession of the 
United State 
the United States 

The question being put; there were, on a divis- 
ion—ayes 18, noes 12; no quorum voting. 

Mr. FOS reER and Mr. WADE called for the 
yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 
" Mr.CARLILE. It will be remembered by the 
Senate that that bill was before the Senate a day 


or two ago, and fave rise to very considerable dis- | 


cussion, and it is apparent that if it is taken up 
now it cannot be disposed of in the morning hour. 


I desire myself, if no other Senator shall address | 


the Senate upon the bill, to make some remarks 
upon it. 


condition to do so. I think, from the experience 


of the Senate when it was before it the other day, | 


it must be apparent to every Senator that it will 
be impossible to make any disposition of itin the 
half hour now remaining of the morning hour. 


Mr. WADE. Lhope we shall continue the dis- 


cussion of it until we act definitely upon it; either | 


postpone it forever, or act upon It now. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 25, nays 11; as follows: 

VY EAS— Messrs. 


ilarris, King, Lane of Indiana, Morrill, Pomeroy, Sher 
man, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Evck, Thomson, ‘Trumbull, 
Wade. Wilmot, and Wilson of Massachusetts—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Browning, Carlile, Davis, Grimes, Hen- 
derson, Mc Dougall, Pearce, Powell, Saulsbury, Willey, and 
Wright—Il1. 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate 


resumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 201) | 


to provide for the occupation and cultivation of the 
cotton and other lands in possession of the United 
States lying along the southern coast of the United 
States, the pending question being on the motion 
of Mr. BrowninG to refer the bill to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WADE. There is no occasion whatever 
for sending this bill to the Judiciary Committee. 
1 hope it will not be done. 

‘The motion was not agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
siands the question to be on coneurring in the 
amendments made as in the Committee of the 
Whole. The first is to strike out the words ** and 
guardians’? wherever they occur in the bill after 
the word * receivers.” 

Mr. WADE. There is no objection to that, I 
be lieve, 

The amendment was concurred in, 

Mr FOSTER. I wish to move a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote by which the amendment moved 
by the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. — 
to the thirteenth seetion wasadopted. He movec 
it, | believe, under a misapprehension as regards 
the question whether there was any limit to the 
amount of expenditure. In that point of view, if 
there was no limit in the bill, it was certainly a 
very proper amendment; but | believe the Senator 
is satisfied, frongan examination of the bill, that 
although the amount is not limited in numbered 
dollars, it is limited in regard to the expenditure 
per acre and in regard to the expenditure for every 
person, so that itis as fully limited as itcan with 
safety be. 1 believe the Senator from Massachu- 
setts consents thatthe amendment shall be stricken 
out. Asithas been adopted, l suppose it is neces- 
sary to move a reconsideration of the vote, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
referred to was, to insert at the end of the thir- 
teenth section the words ** not exceeding §$20,000;”’ 
so as to make the section read: 

See. 13. .fnd be it further enacted, That the sums re- 
quired to be expended under the provisions of the third see 
tion of this act, and all other sums which may be required 


, lying along the southern coast of 


Iam unwell this morning, and notina | 
, 


Anthony, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, | 
Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, | 


| 
| 
i 
j 


| | 





fo carry out the entire provisions of this act, shall be sup- | 


plied, as may be from time to time required, to the afore- |} 


said board, out of any funds not otherwise appropriated in 


the Treasury of the United States, not exceeding $20,000. 


Mr. SUERMAN, I trust the Senate will allow | 
that limitation to remain, because no general, in- | 


definite papcopreation extending to future years 
ought ever to be made in any bill. 
Mr. FOSTER. 


lt is not for future years. It | 


| 


} The VICE PRESIDENT. This amendment 
|| has not yet been concurred in by the Senate. The 
|| question is on conctrring in it. 

| The amendment was non-concurred in. 

|} ‘The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
] reading; and was read the third time. On the 
|| question of its passage, 

|| Mr. SAULSBURY called for the yeas and 
|| nays; and they were ordered. 

Mr. CARLILE. I regret very much, sir, that 
the friends of this bill should press its passage at 
this time. I had hoped thatthe motion submitted 

'| by the Senator from Illinois, to refer this bill to 
the Judiciary Committee, would have prevailed, 
and that it would have been reported to the Sen- 


tures which it now contains. There is a question 
as to how far this Government has the power to 
seize upon and hold the lands of private individ- 
uals. 
the State of South Carolina should be brought 
back, and the Constitution and the laws enforced 


lands have the right to institute their legal reme- 
dies in the State courts, and eject from the pos- 


| session of them these tenants and guardians of 


yours who have seized upon private property and 
appropriated it to their use? Is there anything in 
| the Constitution of the United States that would 
| prohibit this? 
|| right to appropriate to yourself the lands of pri- 
vate individuals? This bill makes no distinction. 
|| It does not appropriate the lands alone of those 
who have been engaged in the rebellion. It takes 
, all the land of all the citizens that may be within 
|| these States of South Carolina and Georgia, and 


ate free from the very many objectionable fea- | 


Suppose that in less than twelve months | 


within her limits, would not the owners of these | 





By what power do you claim the | 


appropriates it to the use of the Government of | 


|| of appointees that are authorized under this bill, 
|| ata cost, it may be, of millions to the Treasury 
|| of the United States. I hold, sir, that the Gov- 
| ernment of the United States is not the lordly pro- 
|| prietor of the soil of the various States of this 

ipo The people of this country do not hold 


| the United States, tobe managed by the hundreds | 


. . 4 | 
their lands by any feudal tenure. Each and every 


| individual owner of the soil has the allodial right 
| to the property. - 

| But, sir, the bill goes further, and proposes to 
substitute New England masters for those who 
| now own these slaves. 


tors, the Government of the United States from 
| the institution of slavery, it converts the Govern- 
| ment itself into one great lordly slaveholder, and 
| confides the management of the slaves to its nu- 
| merous overseers who are to have charge of the 
| direction, the government, and the care of those 
| people. Surely, sir, it is not the purpose of the 
Senate to sanction a proposition like this. 
| The measure is urged upon the Senate, and 
urged upon it now, because, it is said, seed-time 
is upon us, Well, sir, is it seriously supposed 
by any Senator that the fruits of the seed you will 
put in the ground, under this bill, will ever be 


| reaped by the Government of the United States? 


|| Is itin the contemplation of Senators that this war 


| is to continue unul another harvest of cotton, and 
until after it shall be gathered and ginned and made 
fit for market? Will it not have an injurious ef- 
| fect upon the country if the Senate shall announce 
| to them that, in its deliberate judgment, the pros- 
ecution of this war will last until another spring 


|| shall come, and find South Carolina not yet sub- 
|| jected to the Constitution and the laws of the land? 


| There is scarecly a section of the bill that will 


~ 


|| not cost the Government thousands upon thou- 


| sands of dollars, and that will not authorize a 
| brood of Government employés to go down and 
| take possession of the realty, and manage the per- 
sonalty of private individuals residing within these 
| States of South Carolina and Georgia. _Itis true, 
| sir, you say that these receivers of lands shall be 
as humane as possible to these slaves; that their 
treatment shall be a decent treatment; but you 
limit the amount you are to pay to supply their 


wants to fifteen cents, | believe, per day; and the || 


very small allowance that is to be made to pro- 


Instead of disconnecting, | 
|| as it seems to be the desire of very many Seva- 





is simply for this year. The bill is limited to one || vide for them food and comfortable clothing, care, | 


year 


| and shelter, shows that the very provision ef your 





| thousand acres. These plantations are to be ep). 
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bill requiring that they shall be humanely ty; ated 
cannot be complied with, . 
Itis urged that these people are sufferine: thar 
the corn and the provisions that were suppli d a 
support them during the year by their Sivdiees 
and masters have been consumed by our Army: 
and we are appealed to to provide for them and 
take care of them. Sir, if we have been benefited 
by using the provisions that were there for their 
support, it is our duty to restore them in kind. 
These lands are to be divided into plantations 
of not less than one thousand nor more than three 
fided to your overseers—superintendents [ |e. 
lieve you call them—who are to have as many of 
these people under them as may be necessary to 


| work them. The Government is to purchase and 


furnish agricultural implements, * tools, seeds 
animals, fencing materials, and other articles of 
husbandry, as shall be found necessary to be used 
on any precinct, provided that the cost of the same 
shall not exceed ten dollars per acre.’’ Now, sir. 
will the framer of the bill, or any friend of the bij 
tell me how many acres it is proposed to seize 
and hold? And at ten dollars an acre for agricy|- 
tural implements, how many thousands of dollars 
is it to-cost your Treasury, and what is to be the 
return for it? 

It seems to me the only argument in the world 
that could be used in the advocacy of such a prop- 
osition as this is, that itis incumbent on the Goy- 


| ernment to take care of and provide for those who 
| are unable to take care of and provide for them- 


selves; who have been deprived of their owners, 
and from whom you have taken the provisions 
that their owners provided for them. But, sir, if 
we enter upon that, there are as many of our own 
race to-day, (for whom I confess I have a greater 
regard,) now turned out adrift upon the world 
from their homes and families, and subsisting 
upon the charity of the good people of this land. 
They appeal to you, it seems to me, with tenfold 
more force than any appeal that can come from 
the negro race. 

As was remarked the other day, this bill is a 
confession that now that we have the elephant we 
do not know what on earth we shall do with it, 
and I think affords a good argument against prop- 
ositions which will tend to get into our possession 
a much larger number of this class of people. Far 
better and far cheaper would it be to the Treasury, 


| if you have any place where you expect to dispose 


of them, if you do intend to colonize them, that you 
should provide at once for the transportation of 
those that you have got, that are now left without 
their ane who have heretofore taken care 
of them and provided for them in sickness and in 
health,and appropriate the money for the purpose. 


| lt would not cost one dollar, where under this bill 
| you will have to expend ten, to send them some- 


where where they may, if they are capable of 
doing it,take care of themselves, and where this 
humane scheme, as it is held up to the country, 
of the colonization of this race can be tested with 
those that you now have upon your hands. Take 
from the Treasury the money you contemplate to 
take by this bill and use it in the manner in which 
it is proposed to be used at some future or indefi- 
nite period by those who advocate these schemes 
of emancipation. -By pursuing that policy, you 
will get rid of the payment of these annual sala- 
ries that are to be given under this bill to these 
overseers of the land who are to engage in the 
cotton-planting, tobacco-growing ,and corn-grow- 
ing busmess of the country, I presume. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning hour 


_ having expired, it now becomes the duty of the 


pleasure of the Senate to do that. 


Chair to call up the special order. 

Mr.CARLILE. Iam very glad of it, and hope 
that the special order will be taken up and the bill 
before the Senate allowed to go over. 

Mr. WADE. I move that the special order be 
Rostpeand to proceed with the consideration ot 
this bill. 

Mr. CARLILE. 1 trust that it will not be the 
It is with no 
purpose of delaying this bil that | say so; but I 
do not like to detain the Senate by a diffusive dis- 
cussion, to which I should have to resort at this 
time to express my ideas upon the bill, when tt 
can be saved, if I can have a few minutes time to 
take it up and examine it, as I shall have between 
thisand the uext legislativeday. I shall then make 
UO Opposition to its being disposed of, so far as 1 
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’ eee 
m concerned, but shall in a condensed form sub- |} United States—as not oceasionally to make a mis- || days aro. 1 will only add, that it seems to me that 
ed mitmy views, and probably propose some amend- || take,and sometimes perpetrate the mostenormous | the Congress of the United States would be rmauel 
ft - its to the bill. The motion to commit to the blunder. I think, sir, ofall the legislative absurd- || better employed in the sphere of its ordinary and 
a Judiciary Committee prevented me from attempt- ) tues I have ever beheld, this bill is the greatest, || legitimate duties, than in this funcifal and specu- 
ing anything like an amendment. This bill has || in whatsoever light you view it. But looking at | lative legislation. ‘They are, l think, groping in 
- never been considered by that committee whose || it simply in an economical view, I will venture to |) the dark at present. : 
d particular province it is to investigate such propo- || say the absurdity of it will be demonstrated by The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
‘d itions as these. ‘ : || the result of the experiment, if we ever attempt || the passage of the bill, resulied—yeas 26, nays 
i. [he VICE PRESIDENT. The special order || to carry it out. [ find that there is to be a board |) 14; as follows: 
is now before the Senate, and the Senator from ILl- || of receivers and guardians of not less than two nor YEAS—Messrs, Anthony, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
12 linois [Mr. Browning] is entitled to the floor upon || more than three persons, who are to receive Dixon, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, 
os it. Doe sthe Senator from Illinois yield for the pur- | twenty-five dollars per day for their services; and tet How 5 King, Laan of todiana, Morrill, Pom ‘roy, 
E pose of allowing a motion to postpone the special || they are authorize d, where they do not lease the || Willey, Wilmot, arch Wine. _ ete cones ade, 
‘a order? {| property—God knows what right they have to || | NAYS—Messrs. Browning, Carlile, Cowan, Davis, Hen 
of Mr. WA DE. I have moved the postponement. | lease the property at all, or what sort of people derson, Raendy Mebvanl, Pearee, Powell, Rice, Sauls- 
a Mr. SUMNER. I had intended at this hour to they will lease it to—to lay it off in precinets a ey ilsun of Missouri, and Wright—14, 
d move that the Senate proceed to the consideration which are to contain not less than one thousand So the bill was passed, 
5 ofexecutive business; but I feel the importance of || nor more than three thousand acres. They are Mr. RICE subsequently said: I desire to state 
if the bill under discussion, which the Senator from || also to appoint a superintendent to each precinct, || to the Senate that my colleague [Mr. Wiikiw- 
d Ohio is properly pressing, for the bill will be en- || who is to havea salary of not less $1,000 a year, || sox] has been called away from the Senate upen 
t tirely useless if we delay much longer. _ || and perhaps more. Then they are to have a |! important and urgent business; and I have an un- 
r, The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no motion || treasurer, and certain other officers, clerks, &c. |! derstanding with him that on all questions on 
i now before the Senate for that purpose, nor can There are also provisions in regard to establish- |! which we might differ, in which my vote would 
, there be unless the Senator from Illinois yields the || ing hospitals for the sick and the infirm of these |; change the result, I should be paired off with 
|. floor. || indigent people, at acost not to exceed one dollar || him. [ make this statement in justice to my col 
. Mr. SUMNER. lL understood that the Senator || for each person. What sort of an hospital will || Jeacue, who is necessarily absent, and to myself 
e from Ohio had made a motion to postpone all prior || they get at that sum? There is nota respectable || for having voted, as my vote does not change the 
orders in order to proceed with the bill. || planter in the southern States who has a hundred || result. , : 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from || of these indigent people on his plantation who has MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
z Ohio could not make the motion, because he was || not an hospital; and L apprehend no one of them ; ae 
; not entitled to the floor. The Senator from.Illi- || ever thought of establishing an hospital for sev- A message from the I Louse of Representatives, 
7. nois is entitled to the floor on the special order, || eral times that sum, or keeping a physician at an by Mr. Morris, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
and the Chair inquires if he yields it for the pur- || expense of fifteen cents per month tor each per- House had passed a bill (No. 341) to authorize 
; pove Of allowing the motion to be made. }| son, which is about one dollar and eighty cents a the purchase of coin and for other purposes; tn 
. Mr. BROWNING. I had consented to yield || year to the physician per head. What sort of a which the concurrence of the Senate was requested, 
f the floor for the purpose of a motion to proceed || physician they will getat that sum Ido not know, || ADJOURNMENT TO MOMDAY. 
, to the consideration of executive business, and | Perhaps some quack fellow, who will administer Go mnitnn of bic. SOUS. Hi an 
. having agreed to that, I should prefer not to pro- || nostrums to these people which, in all probability, Cutened tee eee ee sa 
. > . . rdered, ‘That when the Senate adjourns to-day, it be to 
| ceed with the discussion of the bill which was the |) will help them to kingdom come only so many || j,eet on Monday next. , 
: special order for this hour to-day. Iam willing |; years the sooner. [Laughiter.} Eee a ALLO TRL 
; and ready to yield to a motion to proceed with the Then you are to allow fifteen cents a day for || EXECUTIVE SESSION, 
i consideration of executive business upon the un- | providing food, lodging, bedding, and clothing. The VICE PRESIDENT. The special order 


derstanding that I shall have the floor on the next 


; An allowance so far from liberal, it seems to me, || ofthe day is agaim before the Senate and upon that 
legislative day, and that there shall be no further | would be a most decided reproach to the benefi- | the Senator from Illinois is entitled to the floor. 
: postponement. cence of the United States. Mr. SUMNER. If the Senator from Hlinois 
Mr. WADE. That is not the question. The |} Then, sir, you are to pay them fifty centsaday || will give way to me for one moment, I wish to 
question is whether the Senator will yield for the | for task or piece work. ‘That will amount toa | move that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
‘ continuation of the bill that has been under con- | little over one hundred and fifty dollars a year; | of exeeutive business. 
sideration to-day. and when you add the amount allowed for pro- Mr. BROWNING. I will, as before stated, 
, Mr. BROWNING. 1 yield for the purpose of |, visions, clothing, physicians, attendants, and || yield for that motion to-day, but I wish it to be 
allowing the motion to be made. such allowances as are personal to these indigent || done under the distinet understanding that | am 
‘ Mr. WADE. I move to postpone all prior || people, small as they seem to be, it will cost || notto be postponed another day upon the question 
orders for the purpose of continuing the bill which || you about two hundred dollars a year to maintain || before the Senate. 
: has been before the Senate this morning. '! them. The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Mr. CARLILE. 1 ask for the yeas and nays ‘Then you propose to enforce their labor by such || Massachusetts moves, the Senator from Illinois 
on that motion: , humane and decent methods of constraint as are 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Iam satisfied that this bill 
will lead to discussion, and as I understood that 
we were to go into executive session at one o’clock 
to-day, | move to change the motion so that we | 
shall now proceed to the consideration of execu- 
tive business. 


Mr. WADE. That is not in order, I believe. || 


| 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It is not. 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, || 


resulted—yeas 23, nays 16; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 

Dixon, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Howard, 

Howe, King. Morrill, Pomeroy, Sherman, Simmons, Sum- 


ner, Ten Eyck, Trambull, Wade, Wilmot, and Wilson of 
Massachusetts—23. 


NAYS—Messrs. Browning, Carlile, Cowan, Davis, Doo- 1 


little, Harris, Henderson, Kennedy, McDougall, Pearce, 
Powell, Rice, Saulsbury, Thomson, Willey, and Wrigit 
—16. 


So the motion to postpone the special order was 
agreed to. 


Mr. CARLILE. Mr. President, the Senate 
seems determined to dispose of this bill to-day. I 
am not disposed to inflict upon them any extended 
remarks at all, and Lam in no physical condition 
to do it, if | were so disposed. {fam too unwell 
to continue the discussion. Lam perfectly satis- | 
fied that if the attempt is ever made to put this bill 
into operation, the folly and the expense of it will 
be demonstrated to the whole American people. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I have not ex- 
amined this bill carefully. Indeed I had not read 
it until this moment. f céantess Lam very much 
Surprised at its general provisions and its general | 
character, I believe there never was a man in the 
world so wise as never to commitan error, not to | 
Sayan absurdity;and | apprehend there is no body 
so august and so wise—not even the Senate of the | 


usual among civilized people. What those hu- 
mane and decent methods are, I confess I do not 
know, nor can lL imagine. Indeed, | do not know 
that humanity and decency will not compel them 
to resort to the usual corrections. If so, lL cansee 


| that the Senate of the United States are legislating 
| for a purpose which they do not assign. 


| 
| 


Then it will take at least about two hundred dol- 
lars a year to provide for these indigent people, 
the result of which will be, if there should be any 
great number of them, to make the Treasury of 
the United States still more indigent than they are 
themselves. [Laughter.] ‘Then, when you have 
provided for gathering the crops, the preparation 


| for market, and the exportation to the place of 


sale, l apprehend it will be found that this thing, 
like many other illy-contrived projects, will cost 
more than itcomes to. [Laughter.] 

Upon the whole, | have no doubt that the gen- 


| tleman who introduced the bill—I do not know 


|| who it was—had the best purposes in the world, 


| and I have no doubt, upon subjects which he un- 


derstands, he is a great deal more intelligent than 
lam myself; but | think in regard to this partic- 
ular matter he has committed a most extraordi- 


| nary and ridicufous blunder. Of course, | cannot 


vote for the bill, for the considerations I have men- 


| tioned, and for others; but I will venture to say 


! 


if it passes, and if the Administration undertake 
to carry out the policy of the bill, we shall have 
an exhibition of the most ridiculous sort that the 
Senate of the United States were ever charged with. 

There are grave objections on my mind to the 
measure, of a constitutional character, which I 
shall not now urge. I understand that the Sena- 
tor from Illinois, (Mr. Brownine,] whom I had 
not the pleasure of bearing, dissected and exposed 
the blunders of the bill very successfully a few 


yielding the floor, that the Senate now proceed to 
the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and after some time 
spent in the consideration of executive business, 
the doors were reopened and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
I’ripay, March 7, 1862. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Thomas H. Stockton. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER. The recular order of busi- 
ness is the consideration of House bill No. 341, 


| to authorize the purchase of coin, and for other 


purposes, yesterday postponed until to-day. 
INCREASE OF CLERICAL FORCE. 

Mr. TRAIN, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Expenditures 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of inereasing the 
clerical force in the office of the sub-treasurer of the Mint 
and Assistant Treasurer of the United States at San Fran 
cisco, California; with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

BOUNTY AND PENSIONS FOR SALLORS, ETC. 

Mr. GURLEY, by unanimous consent, intro- 


duced a bill to secure to pilots, engineers, sailors, 


| and crews upon gunboats and war vessels their 
| bounty and pensions; which was read a first and 


second time, and referred to the Committee on 


| Military Affairs. 


GEORGE B. SIMPSON. 


Mr. NOBLE, by unanimous consent, reported 
from the Committee on Patents a bill for the relief 
of George B. Simpson; which was read a first and 
second time, recommitted to the Committee on 


| Patents, and ordered to be printed. 
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AFRICANS AT FORTRESS MONROE. 

Mr. COX, by unanimous consent, submitted 

the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidere d, and agres d to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War communicate to 
this House the number, age, and condition of the Africans 
who have | ») under the supervision of Major General 


Wool. in Fortress Mouroe, Virginia, since he has had com- 
mand of that division —together with the amount of work 
or service periormed by them, the pay, if any, which they 
have received, and the cost to the Government for their 
maintenance and support. 

PURCHASE OF COIN. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of House bill No. 341, to authorize the purchase 
of com, and for other purposes. 

The bill was read, It provides that the Secre- 
tary of the ‘Treasury may dispose of any bonds or 
notes, bearing interest authorized by law, for coin, 
at such rates and upon such terms as he may deem 
most advantageous to the public interest, and may 
issue, under such rules and regulations as he may 
prescribe, certificates of indebtedness, such as are 
authorized by the act to authorize the Secretary 
of the Treasury to issue certificates of indebted- 
ness Lo public creditors, approved March 1, 1862, 
to such creditors as may desire to receive the same 
in discharge of checks drawn by the disbursing 
officers upon sums placed to their credit on the 
of the Treasurer, upon requisitions of the 
proper department, as well as in discharge of aud- 
ited and setiled accounts as prescribed by said 
act. Itis further provided that dated notes 
authorized by act of July 17, 1861, and by the act 
of February 12, 1862, shall be recetvable and shall 
be lawful money and legal tender in like manner 
and for the same purposes and to the same extent 
as the notes authorized by the act to authorize the 
issue of United States notes, and for the redemp- 
tion or funding thereof, and for funding the float- 
ing debt, approved February 28, 1862. 

Mr. PENDLETON, I desire to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means how 
many dollars’ worth of bonds or Treasury notes 


book 3 


the Secretary of the Treasury has now authority || 


to issue, independent of the authority conferred 
upon him by the act of the last month. 

Mr. STEVENS. I am not very well advised as 
to how much of the last $50,000,000 of seven and 
three tenths notes have been issued up to this 
time. My belief is that there were about sixteen 
or seventeen millions of dollars, when the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury found he could not sell them 
at par; and | presume be has not disposed of any 
considerable amount of these notes since that time. 
1 suppose, therefore, that is all he is authorized to 
issue, outside of the authority given by the act of 
the last month. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I asked for information 
myself, because | am not able, from the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, to determine ex- 
actly what amount of bonds this bill would author- 
ize him to sel! for coin. 

Mr. STEVENS. I am not able to state ex- 
actly because | do not know how much of the last 


$50,000,000 he has issued since his last report to | 


the House on the subject. 

Mr. PENDLETON. 
passed at the last session of Congress that the 
Secretary of te Treasury is authorized to issue 
Treasury notes to the amount of $250,000,000. He 
had issued of that amount, at the beginning of the 
presentsession, in round numbers, $170,000,000— 
perhaps a little less—leaving some $80,000,000 un- 
disposed of at that time, which he had authority 
to issue. A law was passed during the last month 
authorizing the issue of $10,000,000 more of de- 
mand notes. By the law of the last session of 
the last Congress he was authorized to issue 
$20,000,000 of Treasury notes,and to reissue them. 
So far as | can ascertain, therefore he is author- 
ized to issue more than $100,000,000 of notes and 
bonds which he has not been able to dispose of 
under the law. 

Now, in the law of the last month as it was 
amended and finally passed, the Secretary of the 
Treasury is authorized to issue $500,000,000 of 
bonds, and to sell such portion of them as may 
be necessary at the market price for coin. 

Mr. STEVENS. I think the gentleman is 
mistaken as to the amount the Secretary of the 
Treasury has been authorized to issue since the 
commencement of the present Congress. He 
was authorized by the act of July, or Ist of 
Augrét last, to issue $250,000,000. He did igsue 


I perceive by the laws 
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$100,090,000 of seven and three tenths notes, and 
$50,000,000 of bonds. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Forty-five millions. 

Mr. STEVENS. He issued $50,000,000 of 
bonds, which sold in the market ata discount, and 
for which he got $45,000,000. He had issued 
$50,000,000 of demand notes, or nearly that 
amount. I presume the entire amount has now 
been issued. That left $50,000,000 to be disposed 
of, and as he could not dispose of them in the 
shape of six per cent. bonds, he offered them in 
the shape of seven and three tenths and three and 
sixty-five hundredths Treasury notes, and has 
disposed, as I understand, of them all with the ex- 
ception of ten or fifteen millions. Then he was 
authorized by the act to issue $10,000,000 of de- 
mand notes in addition. 
what the gentleman desires to know, so far as I 


am able to make it from the information in my | 


OSSeSSION, 

Mr. PENDLETON. I believe the gentleman 
is correct, and that | was perhaps in error in the 
statement | made. There is, however, another 
question in relation to this bill which I wish to 


Means. I understand that the only thing for 
which this Government is required to pay coin is 
the interest upon the public debt. According to 
the statement of the Secretary of the Treasury in 
| his report to this House, the public debt at the 
close of the present fiscal year will reach about 


six hundred and fifty millions of dollars; and if 


his estimate be correct, the interest cannot amount 
to more than $40,000,000 for a whole year. 


That is a statement of 


Now, I ask the chairman of the Committee of 


| Ways and Means whether, in his opinion, or in 
the opinion of the Department, it is necessary to 
grant tothe President or the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury the power to sell more than the $500,000,000 


| for coin, which we have authorized by the act of 


the last month, to raise this $40,000,000 required 
| to pay the interest on the public debt? 
| Mr.STEVENS. I willanswer the gentleman’s 
question now, If he desires it. : 

Mr. PENDLETON. 
| ifagreeable to the gentleman. 
| Mr. STEVENS. 
| this bill is necessary,as 1 understand, for this rea- 

son: itwill be recollected when the Treasury note 
| bill passed this House, it was so arranged that 
| notes were to be considered the same as coin for 
| every liability of the Government. No specie was 
| required even to pay the interest on the public 
debt. 
, and the House concurred in the amendment, re- 

quiring the interest to be paid in coin. In order 
| 
ized him to sell such portion of the $500,000,000 
| bondsas might be necessary, at their market value, 
| for coin. But itis found by the Secretary of the 
|| Treasury, as I foreboded, that these bonds can- 
| not be sold for coin at any rate but an immense 
sacrifice, which he does not choose to make. 
He, therefore, comesto us and asks us toullow 
him to sell these seven and three tenths notes for 


|| it is necessary for us to take off the limit requir- 
ing them to be sold at par, and permit them to he 


| money market may see fit tocompel him to take. 


| [trustit will notbe necessary to sell 500,000,000 || 


| of bonds, or a tenth of that amount, to raise the 
| specie that the Government may find necessary to 
'use. I hope the balance of the seven and three 
tenths notes which he is authorized to issue will 
raise all the coin required for immediate purposes, 


or | do not know to what extent the money 
brokers will require him to go, although I hope 
| that having got these bonds payable in coin, they 


| 
though I am not sure that such will be the fact, | 
| 
| 
| 


will exact but little beyond to enable the Govern- | 


| ment to procure the coin. 


Mr. PENDLETON. The explanation of the 


was misled by the use of 
| where it is provided that the bonds shall be sold 
at whatever price the Secretary of the Treasury 
may be able to obtain. 
Mr. STEVENS. I beg the gentleman’s per- 
mission to add another word. I meant to Say that 


1 do desire an answer, | 


The authority granted by | 


The Senate, however, amended the bill, | 


the purpose of raising the coin required for im- | 
| mediate use. That is the whole of it. To do that | 


|| sold for the market price; in other words, toallow | 
| 


him to sell them for whatever the masters of the | 


) cent. notes now ? 


| ninety-nine and a halfand sometimes one per cer 


ST 





a 





of these $500,000,000 of bonds, none are ene 
oron hand, while of the seven and three h 
there are enough on hand. 

Mr. PENDLETON. It is suggested to mo 
ask the gentleman whether he knows what js < 
market value of the seven and three te 5 


raved 


tenth Noleg 


nth per 


Mr. STEVENS. The demand notes sel] at 
above par. The seven and three tenth per ec - 
notes not being a legal tender, sell at from ninety. 
seven to ninety-nine. That, I understand, js for 
currency. What may be their market price in 
coin, God only knows, I do not. 

Mr. PENDLETON. [can very well under. 
stand the necessity of this bill, if it is intended 
under it to sell the bends and notes that are |. 
ready on hand, rather than to wait one or two or 
three months ull the others are engraved. On that 
explanation of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
L understand the object of the bill. I hold i: “ 
be our duty, if we require the Secretary of the 


| Treasury to pay interest—as I think he ouoht 


; ! : I | to do—in coin, that we shall enable him to rajsp 
ask the chairman of the Committee of Ways and || 


the coin in order to pay it, even by a great sacri- 
fice of our bonds. I desire to ask the geile. 


| man another question, if he will not think me im- 


i} 








| 





| 


i 








pertinent. 

Mr. STEVENS. Notat all. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Inthe second section of 
the bill it is stated that the demand notes issued 
under the authority of the law of last session shall 
be receivable and shall be lawful money ant a |e- 
gal tender in like manner and for the same pur- 
poses and to the same extent as the notes autlior- 
ized to be issued a month ago. The demand notes 
are now receivable for duty, both by the terms of 
the original act and by the terms of the act which 
was passed last month. I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman whether it is not intended by this bill to 
prohibit their being hereafter received in payment 
of duty? 

Mr.STEVENS. Notatall; but the Secretary 


| of the Treasury is of opinion that if you will add 
| the legal tender and put them upon a par with all 


our currency, so as to create uniformity, you will 
make them a little better than they are now. | 


| am of the same opinion. 


Mr. PENDLETON. 1 suggest to the gentle- 
man that the bill is fairly liable to be interpreted 
in that way; and that, if itis passed, they will not 
be receivable hereafter by the United States in the 
payment of duties. 1 will, therefore—l hope with 
the concurrence of the gentleman—move to insert, 
after the word *shall,’’ in the fourth line of the 


‘| second section, the words * in addition to being 
|| to place in the hands of the Secretary of the Treas- | 


ury coin sufficient for that purpose, we author- | 


receivable in payment of duties on imports;”’ so 
that the section will read: 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That the demand notes 
authorized by the act of July 17, 1861, and by the act of 
February 12, 1862, shall, in addition to being receivable in 
payment of duties on imports, be receivable, and shall be 
lawful money and a legal tender, in like manner, and for 
the same purposes, and tothe same extent, as the notes au- 
thorized by the act entitled “ An act to authorize the issue 
of United States notes, and for the redemption or tunding 
thereof, and for funding the floating debt of the United 
States,” approved February 25, 1862. 

I offer that amendment to perfect the bill, and 
to carry out what the gentleman trom Pennsy!va- 
nia says is the design of the Secretary of the ‘Ireas- 
ury and of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and I hope there will be no objection to it. 

Mr.STEVENS. | donot know that this amend- 
ment will make the bill any worse than it now 1s, 
omen it adds a little verbiage, for which Amer- 
ican legislation is very famous. We have already 
the original law requiring expressly that these 
notes shall be received in payment of duties; but 
in order to do away with all difficulty about their 
being received after the passage of our last law, 
we amended it, and made them receivable for pub- 


| ; > or. ’ a y , sa 4° ,er ore 
’ ’ 
lic dues again expressly. Now, sir, lest there 


should be some doubt about the public faith at this 
time, I think it right that we should enact it the 
third time, and therefore the addition proposed by 
the gentleman from Ohio is right enough; at least 


gentleman relieves my mind of the difficulty [ || Tecan see no harm in it, and [ shall not object to 1t. 
|| had on this —: 


The question was taken on Mr. Penpieton’s 


the term ** bonds”’ in the first section of the bill, | amendment; and it was agreed to. 


Mr. BAKER. 


I move to strike out from the 


fourth line of the first section of the bill the words 

** bearing interest.”” aed 
It seems to me that if the bill is passed in tts 

present form, and with those words in it, that com- 
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nelling the Secretary of the Treasury to sell bonds 
i notes Dearing Interest in coin may fix the rates 
of those bonds and notes so that hereafter he may 
nat be able to dispose of them at favorable rates 
when he receives Treasury notes in payment for 


eompel him to sell notes or bonds bearing interest, 
jotes. 


Mr. EDWARDS. ILunderstand that the effect 


of the amendment would be to allow the Secre- 


tary of the Treasury to sell the demand notes at | 


any price they willcommand. Of course, if itis 


an objection, as has been stated, that by selling | 
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main question ordered, 
The amendment proposed by Mr. Baker was 


| disagreed to. 


: ; 7 1 
hut that he may purchase coin with Treasury 


bonds and notes bearing interest it would fix for | 


them a price below their par value, it seems to me | 


a still greater objection that by thus selling de- 
mand notes we would fix for them a depreciated 
price ant once, ais ; 

I wish to say further that a distinguished gen- 
tleman from my State, who once served with rep- 
utation a term in the Senate of the United States, 


and who was reélected to serve a further term, || 


but before taking his seat was struck down in 
the discharge of professional duty in a court of 
justice, by paralysis—that frequent destroyer of 
those who overtax the intelleet-—had only time to 
utter these last words, which, like the last words 
of **the old man eloquent”? in this Capitol, are 
treasured up by those who were immediately con- 


nected with him, ‘* 1 expected this, but not so | 


soon.”? So, sir, when the Treasury note bill came 


back to the House from the Senate with the | 


amendments which were there introduced, and 
which were adopted by this House, I expected 
that this Government would be placed at the feet 
of that power which rules the world in relation 
to this measure of relief, as it has now been, but 


1 did not expect it would occur so soon. I sup- | 


pose, however, that the only remedy now is, to 
meet the legislation as it stands, and to submit 
to such sacrifices now and hereaficr as shall be 
exacted, inasmuch as we did not place ourselves 
in a position to avoid it when we had the power. 

With these general remarks—perhaps notcalled 
for by this particular amendment, but very natu- 
rally suggested by such swift necessity for the bill 
—l desire to say again that the amendment does 
not seem to me to be judicious and entitled to 
adoption, however it may strike the minds of other 
gentiomen, and whatever may be its fate. 

Mr. STEVENS. I must oppose the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New York. The 
effect of it would be to authorize the sale of what 
is called currency—what we have made money. 


‘The effect of the bill as it now stands is to sell our | 


loans or obligations. That | look upon asavery 
diferent thing, and affecting a very different class 
of people froma proposition affecting the currency. 
If you allow the sale of the demand notes or of 
the legal tender notes which we have created, you 
at once fix a depreciation upon those notes, and 
in all transactions of life this currency will have 
become depreciated. So long as we confine this 
depreciation to the bonds which are nota currency, 
although itisan evil arising from our unfortunate 
legislation, yet it is an evil which affects but ohe 
man where the other would affect a thousand. I 
hope, therefore, that the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from New York will not be agreed to. 
Mr. BAKER. 1 wish to say a word in reply 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. ‘The effect 
of this amendment, I think, would simply be to 
place the Treasury notes in the same position as 
the notes of non-specie-paying banks. At the 
present time coin is valued at two per cent. more 
than such notes, and consequently the Secretary 


would be compelled to give two per cent. in addi- | 


tion to the present value of the Treasury notes for 
coin, 

Mr. PIKE. I desire to ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens] how soon any con- 
siderable amount of interest upon our public debt 
becomes due? 

Mr. STEVENS. I am notable to answer that 
question. I have, however, a letter here from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, stating that the neces- 
sity for some coin is very urgent. 

Mr. PIKE. The only object of this bill is to 
provide for the interest on the public debt, is it? 

Mr. STEVENS. I suppose itis. Thatis the 
main object, of course. I now ask the previous 
question on the bill, 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 


hands: C } read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
The effeet of this amendment will be, not to | 


accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. STEVENS. | move the previous question 
on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The bill was passed. 


lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Lunderstand from 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means that there is no pressing business for to- 


| morrow, and I, therefore, move that when the 


House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday 
next. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. HARDING. I rise to a question of privi- 


lege. I discover that there is a statement going 
the rounds of the newspapers 





The SPEAKER. The Chair would say tothe |! 
gentleman that no statement in a newspaper can | 


be a question of privilege. 
Mr. HARDING. ‘There is a statement going 


| the rounds of the public newspapers in regard to 
| the Committee on Territories which, as a member 


i} 
1} 
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| of that committee, lam not willing shall go longer 


uncontradicted. 

The SPEAKER. That is not a question of 
privilege. 

Mr. HARDING. I have not yet made my 
Statement, 

The SPEAKER. There can be no question of 
privilege arising out of newspaper statements. 

Mr. HARDING. I wantto call upon the chair- 
man of the Committee on Territories for an expla- 
nation. 

TheSPEAKER. Thegentlemanasks tlic unan- 
imous consent of the House to make a personal 
explanation. Is there any objection ? 

No objection was made. 

Mr. HARDING. The statement to which I 
refer is this: that the chairman of the Committee 
on Territories has reported to this House a bill 
providing,in substance, that all the seceding States 
are to be remanded to the condition of mere terri- 
tories, and further providing for their admission 
into the Union hereafter upon certain stipulated 
conditions. 

Now, no such bill as that has been reported from 
that committee to this House, and I am ata loss to 
know how the public newspapers could ascertain 
that any such proposition had been discussed in 
that committee at all. 


I make this statement in order that the chairman | 


of the committee, if he chooses to do so, may ex- 
plain. No such bill has been reported. How it 
should be known to the editors of these newspa- 
pers that the question was even before the com- 
mittee, Lam ata loss to understand. The public 
and the newspapers are even now discussing its 


merits. I hold in my hand a paper in which it is | 


discussed at length. 

Mr. ASHLEY. In answer to the question of 
the gentleman from Kentucky, I have this to say. 
The Committee on Territories authorized me to 


| report to the House the bill referred to, and in- 
| structed me to obtain an order to have it printed 


and recommitted. The day before the committee 
were called, I gave to several gentlemen who asked 
for it, copies of the bill, which had been printed 
but not distributed. When the Committee on Ter- 
ritories was called, | wasnotin my seat. Oncom- 


| ing in a moment after the committee was passed, 


I asked leave to report the bill—a privilege which 
is seldom, if ever, denied any chairman of a com- 
mittee—but with the courtesy usually manifested 


on that side of the House, the privilege was re- 


fused. I have seen no paper in which the bill ap- 
peared as having been reported; only that it would 
be reported when the committee was next called. 
That is al! 1 have to say in reply to the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

Mr. HARDING. I hold in my hand a paper 
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The previous =" was seconded, and the || in which it is represented that this bill had been 
{ 


reported to the House, and moreover, that the 
Senate Committee on Territories had concurred 
in its provisions. 

Mr. ASHLEY. If Kentucky papers muke mis- 
staternents, neither the chairman of the Commit- 


| tee on Territories in the House nor the chair- 


man of the Committet on Territories in the Senate 
are responsible. I have consulted with a number 
of the gentlemen of that committee in the Senate 


}, about this matter, but that committee have not 
| authorized its chairman to report this bill or any 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote | 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to || 


other for action to the Senate, that | am aware of, 

Mr. HARDING. The gentleman has consulted 
with the Senate committee, has he? | was not 
aware of that, either. In response, however, I 
will make this statement, and ask the chairman 


| if itis not correct: only four members out of the 
|| nine who compose the committee ever consented 


that such a proposition should be reported to the 
House. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 


i gentleman that it is not in order to state in the 


House what has taken place in committee, 

Mr. HARDING. It is a personal explanation 
in response to the gentleman’s statement. [ un- 
derstood him to say that the Committee on Ter- 
ritories had directed him to report such a bill to 
this House, and that he had permitted it to find 
its way to the New York Tribune. I ask him 
whether more than four outof nine members have 
permitted such a report to be made; and, more- 


|; oyer, whether he does not know that there wasa 


minority report prepared and ready to accompany 


| his report? 


Mr. ASHLEY. 


Yes; Lunderstood there was 


|| to be a minority report. 


Mr. HARDING, I have been waiting some 


two weeks for the appearance of the gentleman’s - 
| report. Lagainask him whether more than four 


outof the nine members of the committee author- 


|| ized him to report that bill? 


The SPEAKER, The Chair thinks that that 


| is against the express rule of the House, The 
| permission to make a personal explanation does 
|| not authorize the gentleman to make public the 
| proceedings of a committee of the House. 


Mr. HARDING. I wish to say, then, that the 


|| responsibility rests on others, and not on myself 
| or those connected with me. 
| 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will say that if 
the time of the House were to be taken up in cor- 


| recting newspaper statements it could do little 


else. 

Mr. HARDING. I beg to say to the Speaker 
that my remarks do not relate to newspapers, but 
to the action of the chairman of the Committee 


| on Territories. It seems that propositions not 


before the House were sent to the public news- 


| papers by him. 


Mr. ASHLEY. Iask leave of the House now 


|| to report from the Committee on Territories the 


bill to which the gentleman from Kentucky has 
referred. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I object to a bill being 
reported from a minority of any committee. 

Mr. ASHLEY. I was directed by a majority 
of the committee to report this bill. 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 

The SPEAKER announced that the regular 
business in order was the call of committees for 
reports of bills of a private character, beginning 
with the Comhhittee of Elections. 


EUNICE COBB. 
Mr. HARRISON, from the Committee on In- 


JOUN G. MINT. 
Mr. DUNN, from the Committee on Patents, 
reported back with an amendmenta bill (H.R. No. 


| 223) to render valid and authorize the extension 
| of the letters patent granted to John G. Mini, on 
| the 13th day of November, 1844, and reissued on 
| the 24th day of August, 1852, and asked that it 


be put upon its passage. 
he bill was read. It declares that letters pat- 


1 ent granted to John G. Mini, on the 13th of No- 
_ vember, 1844, for an improvement in the manu- 
| facture of lampblack, and reissued on the 24th of 


August, 1852, shall be deemed valid, with the same 
effect as if they had been originally granted to him 


‘asa subject of France; and the Commiasioner of 





* 
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Patents is authorized to extend the patent fora 
period of seven years, if, in his judgment, the in- 
vention is novel, useful, valua le, and important 
to the publie, d the anpplhleant tore xtension hav- 
ine tunde all reasonabte effort to introduce the in- 
veo ii neral use, has not been adequate ly 
remunerated for his time*and ¢ x penses in discov- 
ering and perfecting it; provided the application 
for the extension shall be made within six months 
from the passage of the act, 

The committee reported the following amend- 
nent: 


Add to the bill: 

Ind provided further, That parties now engaged in the 
manutacture of lanpblack on the process so patented, shall 
notbe liable forany infringement of such patent prior tosuch 
extension, if the same be granted. 

Mr. DUNN. This bill was reported to the 
House from the Committee on Patents at an early 
day of the session, and afterwards, on my motion, 
wa recommiutted to the same committee, Parties 
opposed to its passage have been before the com- 
mittee, and the bill has received a careful exam- 
ination. Jt seems that John G. Mini is a native 
of Franee, and now resides in Philadelphia. He 
emigrated to thi scountry some thirty years since. 
About twenty years ago, if I recollect rightly, 
he applied for a patent for a new process for the 


manufacture of lampblack. In his application— | 


through ignorance of the requisitions of our laws, 
I suppose—he applied in the character of an Amer- 


ican ciuzen, although he was not then naturalized. | 


The patent was issued to him; but in a trial at 
n pot bene an American citizen when the letters 
patent were issued to-him, and of his not having 
paid the additional fees required by law in such 
cases having been made to appear, the court de- 
‘cided his patent for that reason invalid. He then 
applied to the Patent Office for a reissue of his 
patent. This was done, on his paying the fees 
required by law of foreigners over what was re- 
quired of citizens, making the total fees paid by 
lim the sum of 9300, 

A fierwards, in a controversy in regard to this 


patent, the court decided that although the Com- 


missioner hada right to reissue patents for de- 
fective specifications, he had no right to do so for 

defeet of this kind. The patentee, the refore, 
ias lost the benefit of his invention on account 


of the mistake, inthe first place, in not stating his | 
ciuzensbip correctly, and paying the fees required | 


to be paid by foreigners, and in the second place, 


on account of the mistake in the Patent Office in | 


reissuing the patent. The object of this bill is 
simply toenable Mini to have his patent confirmed 
and extended, if now, on reéxamination, the Com- 


missioner is of opimion that the invention was pat- | 
i 


eutable at the time of the original application. ‘The 
amendment now reported by the committee pro- 
vides, at the same time, that parties now or here- 
tofore engaged in the manufacture of lampblack 
on the process so patented, shall not be liable for 
damages for infringements prior to the reissue of 


the patent, if such should be granted. Mini ought | 
certainly either to have the opportunity of estab- | 


lishing his right toa patent, or have his money 
returned to hint. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Does the gentleman from In- 
diana propose to have this bill put upon its pas- 
sage now? 

Mr. DUNN. Ido. ‘ 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Is the bill printed? 

Mr. DUNN. Yes;allexcept the proviso, which 
is & limitation on the bill, 

Mr. LOVEJOY. As a general principle, we 
ought not to extend these patents. My attention 


has not been called to this bill, and | have not | 


been able to hear the remarks of the gentleman 
from lndiana, 

Mr. DUNN. The gentleman has evidently not 
heard me, for this cannot properly be called a bill 
for the extension of a patent, but a bill to relieve 
a party of a disability in order that he may have 
au patent confirmed and extended, if the Commis- 
sioner of Patents should be of opinion it ought to 
be extended. 

Mr. F. A.CONKLING. Will the gentleman 
allow me to suggest ar amendment? I propose, 
in, place of allowing six months for an application 
to be made, to make it thirty days. 

Mr. DUNN. L have no objection to that. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. Then I offer that 


amendment. 
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law for the infringement of his patent, the fact of 











Mr. DUNN moved the previous question on 
the amendment. 

The previous ques tion was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation the 
amendment was agreed to. 

The question recurred on the amendment re- 
ported from the Committee on Patents; and it was 
agres d to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. LOVEJOY called for the yeas and nays on 
the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 73, nays 39; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arnold, Ashley, Joseph Baily, Baker, 
saxter, Beaman, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Samuel 8. 
Blair, Blake, Calvert, Clark, Cobb, Colfax, Conway, Cox, 
Cravens, Crisfield, Cutler, Diven, Dunn, Edgerton, Fes- 
senden, Fisher, Frank, Goodwin, Granger, Grider, Guriey, 
Hall, Harding, Johnson, William Kellogg, Lansing, Law, 
Lazear, Leary, Lehman, Mallory, Menzies, Moorhead, 
Anson P. Morrill, Nixon, Noble, Odell, Olin, Patton, Pike, 
Pomeroy. Porter, Price, Alexander IH. Rice, John UH. Rice, 
Riddle, Robinson, James S. Rollins, Sargent, Shanks, 
Sioan, John B. Steele, Stratton, Francis Thomas, Van 
Valkenburgh, Verrce, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Wail, Wal 
lace, Webster, Albert 8. White, Chilton A. White, Wick- 
liffe, and Worcester—73. 

NAYS—Messrs. Babbitt, Jacob B. Blair, Buffinton, 
Campbell, Chamberlin, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe 
Conkling, Corning, Covode, Crittenden, Davis, Delano, 
Edwards, Eliot, Gooch, Haight, Harrison, Hutehins, Julian, 
Kelley, Knapp, Loomis, Lovejoy, MePherson, Maynard, 
Noell, Perry, Timothy G. Phelps, Richardson, Edward H. 
Rollins, Sheffield, Shellabarger, Sherman, Stevens, Train, 
Charies W. Walton, E. P. Walton, Wilson. and Wood- 


ruth—39. 

So the bill was passed. 

Before the vote was announced, 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts, stated that 
Mr. ALttey was in Massachusetts accompanying 
the remains of General Lander. 

Mr. DUNN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 


| the motion to reconsider on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Nicoray, his Private 


Secretary, notifying the House that he did, on the | 


6th instant, approve and sign bills and a joint res- 
olution, of the following titles: 


An act (H. R. No. 302) to provide for the ap- | 


pointment of additional clerks in the office of the 
Assistant Treasurer of New York, and for other 


| purposes; 


An act (H. R. No. 294) requiring an oath of | 


allegiance and to support the Constitution of the 
United States to be administered to masters of 


American vessels clearing for foreign or other | 


ports during the present rebellion; and 
A joint resoluudion (H. R. No. 37) in relation to 
certain railroads in the State of Missouri. 


FRANKING PRIVILEGE, 


Mr. STEVENS moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The motion was agreed to. 


So the rules were suspended; and the House ac- | 
cordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hurcurns || 


in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
till to regulate the franking privilege, upon which 
Mr. Buair, of Missouri, was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I have sought the 
floor, Mr. Chairman, for the purpose of making 
some observations upon the subject of the admin- 
istration of the department of the West under 
General Frémont. 1 did not introduce this topic 
to the House of Representatives, nor have I ever 
desired to make any issue between General Fré- 
m@t and myself; but 1 have noticed for several 
weeks pasta very great pressure brought to bear 
in certain newspapers to force General Frémont 


the Administration, against its judgment, after ma- 
ture deliberation, again to place him in command 
of one of the departments of the Army. I have 
seen telegraphic dispatches sent from this place, 
asserting that General Frémont had again and 
again demanded a trial upon the charges preferred 
against him, and that the Adminiswation had 
steadily refused him this act of justice, No part 
of this statement ts true. 


B 


back into an active command in the field, to force | 
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Mr. RIDDLE. Will the gentleman state hi 
authority for that denial? - 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. [ had intended Me 
give the House my authority without the » quest 
of the gentleman. Unless General Frémo), te 
made that demand within the past three or “ 
days, I assert that he has not made it at al], 1 
have taken the pains to inquire of the Adjutan; 
General of the United States Army, through whos, 
office, under the regulations, such an applic stion 
would necessarily be made, and also of the J, 
Advocate, in whose office that application would 
be filed, and I was assured by both of those offi- 
cers that no such application had ever been made 
by him. I refer to this matter for the purpose of 
remarking that it is one of the most extraordinary 
examples of an officer charged with grave errors 
and high military offenses in the conduct of his ad- 
ministration, and in consequence of such charges, 
after deliberate examination by the Administra. 
tion, dismissed from his command, and yet up to 
this time he has demanded no trial or investiga. 
tion. He quietly holds on to his office under the 
censure thus pronounced upon him by the highes; 
officcr of the Government, and has not sufficient 
faith in his own innocence to challenge an inquiry, 
which might deprive him of his office as well as 
of his command. He prefers a different kind of 
trial, one in which his own loose and unsupported 
statements, and those of his friends, shall go to 
the public, rather than a lawful trial in which evi- 
dence can be sifted and a judgment pronounced 
by his peers. I express the opinion, that if he 
were to demand a trial he would obtain it. The 
Government, although not disposed in time of 
war, as long as the officer deposed from his com- 
mand neglects to make application for trial, to 
detail for that purpose other officers of equal rank 
now in active service, and who could not well be 
spared for such a purpose, yet it would not deny 
him atrial if he should demand it. It has also 
been heralded in the newspapers that the com- 
mittee on the conductof the war has unanimously 
demanded the restoration of General Fremont to 
an active command in the military service. | 
undertake to say there is no truth in the state- 
ment. Ltis simply an attempt of some of his par- 
tisans to induce the belief in the country that {! 
committee on the conduct of the war, after au ox- 
amination into his administration of his depart- 
ment, had approved it, which is not true in point 
of fact. [tis proclaimed upon the same authority 
that he is to be appointed to an important com- 
mand, and that he has been promised such a com- 


idge 


|| mand by the President of the United States. | 


do not know whether such is the case or not, but 
inaaeyuch as the information comes in the same 
shapé as the other publications I have noticed, | 
believe itis of the same character. The President 
could not, with propriety, give an important com- 
mand toan officer charged with the gravest offenses 
known to military law, and on account of such 


| charges censured and deposed from his command, 
| who yet quietly submits to this censure, and does 
| notask to have his character vindicated by a court- 


martial. I think no other instance of the same 


| kind can be found in military annals. 


The publications to which I have referred, put 
forth by his partisans, foreshadowed and heralded 
the simultaneousappearance of the statement made 
by General Frémont in his own defense before the 
committee on the conduct of the war, and the 


|| speech of his aid-de-camp, the member from [ndi-, 


ana, [Mr. Suanks,] made in this House the other, 
day. This speech and statement inaugurate anew 


campaign, and ina new and more congenial field, 


to be fought with new weapons, far different from 
the rude instruments of war with which General 
Frémont has been so unsuccessful. It is a cam- 
paign of proclamations, the only weapons Ww hich, 


up to this time, he seems to have used with effect. 
| 1 commend his choice of weapons. His proc'a- 
/ mations will not help the enemy as much as he did 


by supplying them with arms at his isolated and 
unsupported positions at Lexington and else- 
where, nor will his proclamations mjure the Guv- 


ernment in its straggle to put down rebellion one 


tithe as much as one single contract of his making 


| for condemned arms or for useless earthworks. 


The statement made by General Frémontis eX- 
traordinary both in its character and in the man- 
ner in which it was made public. Ido not believe, 
after the statements upon this floor the other day 
hy authority of the committee on the conduct of 
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‘he war, that its publication was sanctioned by 
them. 
“Mr. GOOCH. As that testimony has been 
made public, [ feel bound to state, with the per- 
mission of the gendeman from Mussouri, the ac- 
won of the committee on the conduct of the war 
in reference to It, : 
General Frémont came before the committe@the 
came as all other witnesses that appeared before 
us. The committee deemed it essential that they 
should inquire into the conduct of the war in the 


western department, and for that purpose begun, | 


as they have begun inallotherdepartments, where 
it has been possible for them to do so, by bring- 
ing before them first the general in command of 
the department. 


W heu he appeared before the committee he pro- | 


duced certain documents, from which he said the 
committee could select such parts as they deemed 
material. It was suggested by the chairman of 
the committee—and in that the whole committee 
agreed—that General Frémont had better make a 
concise statement in writing, such as he wished to 
make in reference to the conduct of the war in his 
department. He did so; and when that statement 
was submitted these documents were submitted 
with it. They were not, however, received by 
the committee with the understanding that all of 
them were to be published in the report the com- 
mittee were to make to Congress, but only such 
parts as they should deem material to the investi- 


but it shows the gsood feeling | entertained for 
him, and the confidence | had in him at the time. 
I should have rejoiced in his success in the de- 
partment over which he was placed. I had been 
his friend for many years, and my whole fam- 
ily had been most friendly to him and to his fam- 
ily. The kindest relations had always existed be- 
tween us. I should have rejoiced in his success, 
not only on account of the great public cause in 
which we were both engaged, but also on account 
of my personal interest in him. I recommended 
him in the belief that he would serve the great 


public interest, and when [ found he was incom- | 


petent to serve that cause, I recommended his re- 
moval upon the same public considerations, and 


| with no other feelings than those of humiliation 


and regret. There is nothing in the letter that I 
addressed to my brother, the Postmaster General, 


and through him to the President, that shows that 


I had one particle of feeling against him. The 


|| conviction which was forced upon me, came with 


vation which they had been instructed to make. || 


Ata subsequent time General Frémont appeared 


before the committee, and certain questions were | 


asked him, in relation to the western department, 
which he answered. When General Frémont left 
the committee room he was requested by the com- 
mittee, as all other witnesses have been, to give no 
information to any one of what he had stated to 
the committee, With that request | understood 
him to comply, the same as all other witnesses 
have done. 

| only wish to say further, that the testimony 
was published without the knowledge or consent 
of the committee; and | will add that Ido not be- 
lieve that under ang circumstances the committee 
would have felt it to be their duty to have reported 
to Congress all the letters and telegraphic dis- 
patches which were laid before them, because they 
would have considered that some of them would 
throw no light upon the investigation which the 
committee was making, and ought, from their very 
character, to be suppressed. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I ask the gentleman 
if all General Frémont’s testimony is published ? 

Mr. GOOCH. ‘The written statement and the 
letters and dispatches which he gave to the com- 
mittee are published, but not that part of his test- 


imony which was in’response to interrogatories | 


propounded to him by the committee. He did not 


give to the committee the original letters and dis- | 
patches, but copies of them, and said that he | 
would furnish the originals when we desired them. | 


tle had no copy of that part of his testimony 


which was in response to interrogatories, and | 


therefore could not publish that. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Mr. Chairman, the 


character of this statement is as extraordinary as || 


the manner in which it has found its way before 
the public. 


feat; ingenious upon its face by the omission of 


It is an apology for disaster and de- | 


grief and mortification, such as I have never be- 
fore experienced. My judgment, uninfluenced 
by any motives except those for the public good, 
compelled me to the conclusion that General Fré- 
mont was unfitted for the command of that depart- 
ment. I never'Had any private griefs against him 
of any kind. I never asked anything of him for 
myself, because there was nothing I desired that 
I could have obtained by his aid, which I could 
not just as well have obtained without it. I never 
asked for anything for others, that he did not 
cheerfully assent to, and, so far as it was in his 
powe Yr, grant. 

Now, sir, I have read with attention the state- 
ment he has made through the press, and I have 
read also the speech of the gentleman from In- 


| diana, (Mr. Suanks,]} who foliowed him to Spring- 


field as an aid-de-camp, and I can find nothing in 
either to jusufy the enthusiasm which that gen- 
tleman seems to feel over a sad record of defeats 


| and unvaried disasters. The one isatameapology, 


| treads lightly on that ground, 


the other a sort of frothy rhetoric and confused 
declamation, There are two great points which 
will foreverstand out in relief in the history of those 
hundred days, the saddest days that ever befell the 
loyal men of that State, which no rhetoric and no 
studied obscurity of expression can shield from 
view or make the nation forget. Those two great 
points of public interest upon which the sad eyes 
of the nation will always be fixed, are Springfield 
and Lexington; the fields where the heroic Lyon 
fell, and where Mulligan yielded, not to the foe, 
but to famine and thirst. What had the gentle- 
man from Indiana (Mr. Suanks] to say about 
them? Absolutely nothing! Whathas General 
Frémont said about them in his statement? He 
The other histo- 
rian, Who has chosen a popular magazine for his 
forum, finds little time to bestow upon them. But 
I will do General Frémont the justice to quote his 
own language: 

“ From St. Louis to Cairo was an easy day’s journey by 


|| water, and transportation abundant. ‘To Springtield wasa 


important facts, and by the suggestion of others | 


which never existed. It proves him to bea much 


better apologist for the defeats which he suffered, | 


than he is a general to achieve victories. One of 
lis aids-de-camp, a gentleman distinguished as 
a literary man, has also published an account of 


his campaign in Missouri, in one of our popular | 


mugazines, under the title of * Frémont’s Hundred 


Daysin Missouri,” thereby challenging compari- | 


son with the far-famed campaign of Bonaparte. 


Is there anything in this campaign, as portrayed | 
by the general himself, and by his se¥eral aids- | 


de-camp, that resembles, except in the number of 
days, the historic campaign of the first Napoleon? 
Can imagination conceive of Bonaparte returning 


week’s march, and before | could have reached it, Cairo 
would have been taken, and witb it, [ believe, St. Louis. 

* On wy arrival at Cairo, I found the force under General 
Prentiss reduced to one thousand two hundred men, con- 
sisting mainly of a regiment which had agreed to await my 
arrival. 

** A few miles below, at New Madrid, General Pillow had 
landed a force estimated at twenty thousand, which sub- 
sequent events showed was not exaggerated. Our force, 
greatly increased to the enemy by rumors, drove him to a 
hasty retreat, and permanently secured the position. To 
these facts the accompanying papers and the testimony of 
General Prentiss and other officers is offered to the com- 
inittee. 

**{ returned to St. Louis on the 4th August, having in the 
mean time ordered Colonel Stevenson’s regiment, from 


Booneville, aud Colonel Montgomery, trom Kansas, to | 


| march to the rejief of General Lyon. 


to Paris, and announcing that he had lost two |! nen 
5 || ble expectations of being able to relieve him in time, and 


armies, liberated two negroes, and published a 
bombastic proclamation. 

it is known, Mr. Chairman, that I took an 
interest in the elevation of General Frémont to 
iS present rank and recent command in the 
Army. do not suppose that my recommenda- 
von aided him in securing him’ that position, 


Immediately upon my return trom Cairo, I set myself 
to work, amid incessant demands upon my time from every 
quafter, principally to provide reinforcements for General 
Lyon. 

*< | donot accept Springfield as a disaster belonging to my 
administration. Causes wholly out of my jurisdiction had 
already prepared the defeat of General Lyon before my ar- 
rival at St. Louis. His letter to me of the 9th August, with 
other papers annexed, will show that I was already in com- 
munication with him, and that he knew his wants were 
being provided for. It will be seen that [ had all reasona- 


had he been able to adliere to the course indicated in his 
letter, a very short time would have tound hinf efficiently 


|| sustained.’? 


j 
j 
' 


His defense for not succoring Lyon at Spring- 


| field is that Cairo was threatened; that it was an 


easy day’s journey from St. Louis by water, and 
transportation abundant; that Lyon wasat Spring- 
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| western States, Cairo was not more than an easy 


| adispatch from General Prentiss, that his army, 


and the statement of General Prentiss is left un- 


+ but two regiments left to defend the post. The 
| truth of the matter is, as shown by General Pren- 
| tiss in a subsequent dispatch, that these six 
| “three months’? regiments were then in process 

of reorganization; and I say they did not disband,’ 
| but reentered the service almost in a body for 
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field, a week’s march from St. Louis, and that 
he does not accept Lyon’s defeat as belonging to 
his administration. Now, I undertake to say, 
that it is true Cairo was within an easy day’s 
journey from St. Louis by water, and less by rail- 
road, that it could be reached from Springfi: ld, 
Illinois, as easily andinasshortatime. From tn- 
dianapolis ,the capital of Indiana, from Columbus, 
Ohio, from almost any point in any of the north- 





day’s journey by water or by railroad. It was 
and is, the point of all others; most accessible to 
the entire Northwest,and easily reinforced. Itwas 
also intrenched, defended by eight thousand men, 
and with ordnance of the heaviest caliber. Gen- 
eral Prentiss had as many men as Lyon and more, 
as shown by their statements, accompanying Gen- 
eral Frémont’s defense. MeCulloch and Price, 
according to Frémont’s statement, had one third 
more men to attack Lyon than Pillow had to as- 
sail Cairo,as it was then said he was threatening 
to do. Lyon was without fortifications and with- 
out heavy guns, Prentiss had both at Cairo, and 
that place was covered by two rivers in front, and 
could not have been assailed without crossing 
them, which it was utterly impossible for the 
enemy to do, in face of an army to oppose them. 

[tis pretended and attempted to be shown by 


consisting of six ** three months’’ and two *‘ three 
years’? regiments, was about to be disbanded, 


explained, and the argument boldly advanced 
that without reinforcements he could have had 


the war. Cook’s regiment, Oglesby’s regiment, 
MeArthur’s regiment, the regiment originally 
_ ’ no . 


| raised by Prentiss, were all “three months” 


men. They remained in the service; they re- 


| mained at Cairo, and the other two regiments 
| of **three months’? men, whose names | do not 
| now remember, remained also, and all have since 


| forced only from that point. 


made their names illustrious at the siege of Fort 
Donelson. Bat if a portion of Prentiss’s com- 
mand were ** three months’? men, so also were 
a majority of the troops under Lyon’s command, 
at Springfield. Springfield was a week’s march 
from St. Louis, and was capable of being rein- 
Yet General Fré- 
mont believed and acted upon the belief that 


| Cairo, threatened by Pillow with twenty thou- 


sand men, wasthe point to be reinforced, although 
it was strongly intrenched, garrisoned by eight 


( regiments, defended by guns of the heaviest eali- 
| ber, with the Ohio and Mississippi rivers in front, 





and capable of being reinforced within tweuty- 
four hours from any part of the entire Northwest; 
and that Lyon at Springfield, threatened by thirty 
thousand men, having under his command a less 


| force than that at Cairo, with no intrenchments, 


with no heavy guns, with no natural defenses in- 
terposed between him and the enemy, a weck’s 
march from St. Louis, from which point alone it 
could be effectually reinforced, was to be lett to 
his fate, or to be left to wait until Cairo, naturally 


so much stronger, and with its artificial defenses 


so much better, so much more easily reinforced, 
and defended by more men, should first be at- 
tended to. This is the amplification of his own 
argument. Let him be judged on his own state- 
ment, 

So thoroughly was he possessed by this idea 
that he seems utterly to have forgotten Lyon and 


| Springfield until the 3d day of August, nine days 


| after his arrival in Missouri. 
4) 


A messenger came 
trom Lyon repeating the sad story of his distress 
and peril, which was forwarded to Cairo, and Gen- 


| eral Frémont on that day telegraphed an ordertto 


Stevenson at Booneville and Colonel Montgomery 


| at Leavenworth in Kansas, ordering them to rein- 


| force Lyon with their regiments, 


These two reg- 


| iments were probably the two of all others in his 


command the farthest from Springfield by the 


routes which they would be compelled to take, and 


in positions the most difficult tosupply them im- 
mediately with transportation, This is literally 
all that Frémont ever did to reinforce Lyon. You 


| may search his statementevery letter, every tcl- 


egram, and every document—and you will find 
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no other order given. 
Lyon the pretext for the purchase of condemned 
arms, but he made no effort of any kind eXcept 


the orders ziven to Stevenson and to Montgomery, 
to relieve Lyon’s distress, and he provided neither 
Stevenson nor Montgomery with transportauon 


to enable them to carry out the order of relief. If 
he had provided the transportation for these two 
regiments, they could not have reached Lyon in 
time, although both could certainly have done so 
had he made the order on his first arrival in Mis- 
He had other regiments in his command 
which could have reached Lyon and reinforced 
him, even if ordered as late as the 3d of August. 
For instance, Wyman’s regiment, thirteenth I[lli- 
nois, then at Rolla, and thirty-six hundred other 
men, as shown by the report of Colonel Chester 
Harding, jr., to have been at the arsenal and Jef- 
ferson barracks on the 5th day of August, of which 
Coler’s Hlinois regiment is stated by him to be 
the only one not ready for service. 

In this place I desire to allude to the assertions 
of General Frémontand of Colonel Chester Hard- 
ing, jr.,to the effectthat the force which Pillow is 
said to have had, and with which he was threaten- 
ing toassaultand take Cairo, was demonstrated by 
subsequentevents not to have been over-estimated, 
Well, sir, if subsequent events have demonstrated 
that fact, they have been very unfortunate in not 
pointing toasingle oneof them, Neither ofthem 
point to anything that has occurred that justifies 
any such statement; and,in my opinion, there was 
good reason for this singular reserve on their parts. 
Months afterwards, when the battle was fought 
at Belmont, it was not supposed by any one that 
there were twenty thousand men at Columbus, 
under command of General Polk, who had then 
taken the place formerly held by Pillow. It has 
net been shown, by anything that will pass for 
evidence, that there were twenty thousand men at 
Columbus the other day when it was evacuated. 
‘The tact that Pillow retired when the reinforce- 
ments went forward under Fremont, would go to 
show that Pillow did not consider himself very 
strong at that time, and the fact that no demon- 
stration has since that time been made against 
Cairo, are among the “ subsequent events’’ that 
do not strengthen their assertions. It is the opin- 
ion of many well-informed persons that the move- | 
ment towards Cairo at that time, as well as the | 
demonstration under Hardee against lron Mount- 
ain, were mere feints to draw off reinforcements 


eourt. 


He makes the distress of [ 
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troops in his own department. My knowledge is | 


derived from my own early connection with the 
organizalion of troops in the department, from my 


| association with them since, and from scattered 


items of information which I have been able to 
glean from the studied obscurity of General Fré- 
mont’s own statements and the documents an- 


| nexed to it. 


There was, on the day of arrival of General 
Frémont in Missouri, sixteen full Missouri regi- 
ments in the service of the United States. They 
were as follows: 

First regiment Missouri volunteers, Colonel F. 
P. Blair, at Springfield. 

Second regiment Missouri volunteers, Colonel 
Joernstein. 

Third regiment Missouri volunteers, Colonel 
Sigel, at Springfield. 

Fourth regiment Missouri volunteers, Colonel 
Schuttner,. 

Fifth regiment Missouri volunteers, Colonel 
Saloman, at Springfield. 

Of these, the first regiment was the only three 
years’ regiment, 

The sixth regiment Missouri volunteers, Col- 
onel Bland, at lronton. 

Seventh regiment Missouri volunteers, Colonel 
Stevenson, at Booneville. 

Eighth regiment Missouri volunteers, Colonel 
Smith, in Warren county, Missouri. 

Ninth regiment Missouri volunteers, Colonel 


| Fredericks, at St. Louis. 


Tenth regiment Missouri volunteers, Colonel 


| Bayles, at or near St. Louis. 


I find Colonel Scheffer’s regiment, which I be- 
lieve to be the eleventh regiment Missouri volun- 


| teers, is noticed in the Missouri Democrat with 


that of Bayle’s and Frederick’s, as being armed 
and equipped, and under marching orders on the 


6th day of August. In addition to these, the five re- | 
served corps regiments—Alinstedt’s, Kalmann’s, 


McNeil’s, Brown’s, and Stifel’s—were then in the 
service, fully armed and equipped, and stationed 


| at different points in Missouri. There were four 
| Kansas regiments in his department—Dietzler’s 


from Lyon, in order that he might be overwhelmed |! 


by the superior force brought against him under 
Price and McCulloch. The general and the ad- 
jutant general who had been deceived by such a 
ruse would be among the last to admit that they 
had been outwitted, although the fact that no 
serious attack nor even a demonstration in that | 
quarter has since been made will go far to con- | 
vince impartial persons that the enemy in that 
quarter were standing on the defensive, and their 
heavy fortifications at Columbus will be almost 
conclusive, I leave this branch of the case. | 
think [have made it appear that it was not Fré- | 
mont’s first duty to reinforce Cairo in preference | 
to Springfield, but | am willing for the sake of the | 
argument, to admit that he was correct in his judg- | 
ment upon thispoint. It is a matter of opinion, | 
and will always be a matter ofopinion, whether | 
he should have taken that course or not. I am 
willing that upon the facts of the case—not, how- | 
ever, upon his statement of facts—the country | 
shail jadge his conduct upon this point. 

There remains, however, another branch of this | 
ease, Which is nota matter of opinion, but a ques- | 
tion of facet, upon which IT take issue with him. It | 
is the statement that he had not sufficient force | 
under his command with which to reinforce both | 
Cairo and General Lyon at Springfield. It is | 
perfectly evident that he had enough to reinforce 
Cairo, for that was done, and the enemy fled be- | 
fore his grand flotilla, 1 will undertake to prove | 
that he had enough also, after he had reinforced | 


ample notice of Lyon’s peril, and ample time in 
which to forward reinforcements. I premise by 
saying that it is curious that he should have 
omitted, when he stated that he had not sufficient 
force for both of these objects, to state also the | 
force which he then had under his command. 
‘The statement which [shall make is not derived 
from the books in the Adjutant General’s office, | 
for I have had no access to them. General Fré- | 


s 


and Mitchell’s, the first and second, then with 
General Lyon; the third and fourth regiments, 
Montgomery’s and Weer’s, one at Leavenworth, 
the other at Fort Scott, on the boundary between 
Missouri and Kansas, about sixty or seventy 
miles from Springfield. There were at that time 
four lowa regiments in the State of Missouri, the 
first under Bates at Springfield, the second (Cur- 
tis) at Jefferson barracks, the third (Williams) 
on the Hannibal and St. Joseph railroad; there 
was one other in the State, and three others, mak- 
ing seven regiments in all, in lowa, and ready 
for service; two of which, the sixth and seventh 
regiments, reached Jefferson barracks on the 11th 
of August, and a battalion of the lowa fifth was 
at the arsenal, St. Louis, on August 10; three com- 
panies of the Lowa fourth arrived in St. Louis on 
the llth of August. There were eighteen IIli- 
nois regiments in the service and under his com- 
mand. These regiments were numbered from sev- 
enth to twenty-fourth inclusive; six of these were 
“three months’? men, which I have already 
named as being at Cairo in the command of Gen- 
eral Prentiss, almost the whole body of which 
were reorganized and reéntered the service, and 
are now leading the column of victory in Tennes- 
see. There wereten others, ** three years ”’ men, 
numbered from thirteenth to twenty-fourth, in- 
clusive, fully armed and equipped, all in active 
service, mostly in Missouri, and all under Fré- 
mont’s command. These ten regiments had been 
authorized by the Legislature of Illmois to be 
raised by the Governor in anticipation of a call 
by the President. There were one thousand reg- 
ular troops under Lyon at Springfield, as will ap- 








pear from the statement of the adjutant general, | 


: | Captain Kelton, which is among the documents 
Cairo, to have reinforced Lyon; and that he had |) 


published in Frémont’s papers. These consisted 
of cavalry, artillery,and infantry. There were 
also three companies of regulars at Leavenworth. 


|| There was a battalion of four hundred home 
|| guards at St. Joseph under Colonel Peabody, who 


was afterwards severcly wounded in the siege of 
Lexington, There were three hundred under Ma- 
jor Hunt at Hannibal, and three hundred at Kan- 
sas City under Major , who was also subse- 
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mont probably has those books, or at least all the | one hundred and fifty at Booneville, under a gale 
data which embrace the returns of the number of | lant officer, who afterwards defended that city 


with his small force and dispersed eight hundred 
rebels. The Nebraska regiment of four hundred 
and fifty-seven men reached St. Louis on the 13th 
or 14th of August. 

This statement shows that there were forty-four 
regiments in the western departmeut armed ayq 


| equipped when General Fremont arrived there anq 





took the command. On the 4th of August Goy. 
ernor Morton of Indiana telegraphed to Generaj 
Fremont, as appears from his dispatch annexed to 
Fremont’s statement, offering him five regiments 
Surely these regiments could have been made ayai|- 
able for the defense of Cairo, if any serious attack 
had been made on that position, and although they 
were not in the western department the Gover). 
ment would not have hesitated to have given him 
this force if Cairo had been attacked. The Goy- 
ernment did consent to his taking those regiments, 
for they arrived in St. Louis on or about the 17th 
of August, and were soon followed by three other 
regiments and several batteries of artillery from 
that State, all of which have since served with 
distinction in Missouri. 

I propose now to show something as to the par- 
ticular location of the troops actually in his de- 
partment at the time of Frémont’s arrival in Mis- 
souri, and to prove that he not only had the men 
to reinforce Cairo and to succor Lyon, but that 
they were in position to be available to him for 
those purposes. I read from a letter addressed to 
me by Colonel John M. Palmer, fourteenth [)\i- 
nois volunteers, now a brigadier general, who is 
well known to every member of this House from 
the State of Illinois: 

Sr. Louris, November 22, 16), 

Dear Sir: On the Sth of July, 1861, the fourteenth regi- 


| ment Illinois volunteers (nine hundred strong) crossed the 


Mississippi river, and on the 13th moved from Haunibal to 
Macon City, and remaining there and at Renich and Stur- 
geon, on the North Missouri railroad, until the 9th of Au- 
gust, and on the 10th reached Jefferson barracks. 

When this regiment left Hannibal, the third Towa and 
the sixteenth Illinois were on the line of the Hannibal and 
St. Joseph railroad. On the 13th July, Colonel Turchiu’s 
Illinois regiment came into the State of Missouri. On the 
14th, Colonel Grant’s twenty-first Mlinois was at Palinyra, 
at which place Colonel Turchin was8tationed. On the dist 
July, I found at Mexico Colonel Marshall's first [linois 
cavalry and one battalion of the fifteenth Illinois, Colone! 
Hecker’s regiment having left the same place a few days 
before. 

During the month of July the following regiments were 
in North Missouri and within twenty-four hours of St. 
Louis: 

Fourteenth Illinois volunteers, (Palmer,)....... 900 men. 
Sixteenth Ilinois volunteers, (Smith,) say..... 800 * 
Nineteenth Illinois volunteers, (Turchin,) say.. 800 “ 
Fifteenth Iilinois volunteers, (Turner,) say.... 800 “ 
‘Twenty-first Illinois volunteers, (Grant,) say... 800 “ 
First Illinois cavalry, (Marshall,) say.......... 600 “ 
Twenty-fourth Ilinois volunteers, (Hecker,) say 900 “ 
Third Lowa volunteers, (Williams,) say........ 700 «6 


DOR indus neas sitton veces cepa es 'cenn ne 00 9e0s el MMR. 








All these regiments were then full, and the estimate of 
their actual strength is low. 

Very truly, &c., 

Colonel F. P. Biatr. 

P.S. If it be inquired what all these regiments were 
doing, the answer is, eating their rations and holding the 
railroads. J. M. PALMER. 

I annex a statement, also, of the number and des- 
ignation of troops taken by General Frémont to 
reinforce Cairo, and it will be seen that of the 
whole number of sixty-three hundred men, con- 
tained in the list of General Palmer above, there 
was but one regiment of these taken to Cairo— 
Colonel Turchin’s—leaving fifty-five hundred men 
within twenty-four hours of St. Louis, available, 
when Fremont first arrived in St. Louis, to rein- 
force Lyon: 

List of troops taken by Gooseat Frémont to Cairo, -lugust 
1, 1861. 


« Nineteenth Illinois regiment, Colonel Turchin, armed 
with Miniés. 

“ Seventeenth Iilinois regiment. ; 

“ Rombauer’s home guard, composed of one battalion of 
Almstedt’s and one of Kalmann’s of the first and second 
United States reserve corps—eleven hundred strong. 

« Second Iowa regiment, formerly Curtis’s, and Captain 
Buell’s battery of six pieces; eight steamboats; Fremont 
and staff in four carriages, the City of Alton steamboat being 
especially devoted to the general and his staff.”’ 


This statement is made from the columns of the 
St. Louis Democrat. 
In addition to the regiments mentioned in the 


J. M. PALMER. 


schedule of Colonel Palmer within easy reach of 


Frémont, there was the thirteenth [linois regi- 
ment, Colonel Wyman, at Rolla; Colonel Steven 


quently wounded at Lexington; there were also | son’s regiment,at Booneville; Weer’s regiment, at 
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